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Like Oliver van Wincoop ‘21 who pushes the 
envelope at School, our students, faculty, and alumni 
explore their passions and creativity.  
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New 
Horizons





the 
big picture

During the Upper School's 
spring Spirit Week, students 
participated in Advisory 
Wars, a themed costume 
competition in which each 
advisory group dressed up, 
including Upper School 
teacher Mr. Bob Clark and 
his “ark” of advisees. 
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For much of American educational history, going to school meant 
entering a carefully controlled environment with hours strictly 
divided into specific subjects, and lesson plans that kept entire groups 
of students doing the same thing at the same time. Curricula were 
rigid, with no room for “wasting time” on detours or wonders as the 
group progressed. Quizzes and tests covered information presented 
in textbooks and lectures, and rote memorization was an obvious 
pathway to good grades and therefore student success.

I could not be happier that my career has taken place at a time when 
and in a location where this is far less likely to be the case.

St. Anne’s-Belfield School is a unique institution for many reasons, 
perhaps the most powerful being the community’s capacity for taking 
bold steps in the interest of teaching and learning. Untraditional daily 
schedules, unique interdisciplinary courses, FAB Labs and wonder 
investigations, extracurricular opportunities open to colleagues across 
the region, and an appetite for and celebration of student-centered 
and student-led learning are just a few of the areas in which this 
School has taken decisive steps not only in service of our students’ 
interests, but also of their education.

In my April 2017 Head of School blog, I wrote about my pride in 
how many of our students took advantage of distinctive School 
opportunities to work on projects and initiatives that they then 
presented at the Tom Tom Founders Festival. I concluded:

“There is always a risk in introducing something new, but our Senior 
Seminars, Intensive courses, and community Hackathon have proven 
that in creating the time and space for students to engage in powerful, 
immersive learning experiences, we have offered our students 
opportunities to stretch themselves, contribute to the community, 
and ultimately have an impact on their own world. We knew this well 
before this year’s pitch competition, but I’m so glad that participating 
in events like this our students are able to bring their ideas beyond our 
campus borders and share their creativity and vision with the world.”

It was not the awards and accolades from the festival that made me 
proud, but watching so many of our students follow their passions, 
take risks, persevere through challenges, and ultimately have the 
opportunity to share the results with our Charlottesville community. 
In bringing together information gathered and skills honed on our 
campuses with ideas and interests generated literally anywhere in 
the world, our students portrayed a beautiful melding of motivation, 
education, informed citizenship, and engaged social consciousness. It 
was a chance to watch our School mission – to encourage curiosity and 
foster a love of learning – play out in real time. 

Every day in myriad ways, our School breaks boundaries in teaching 
and learning, in our bold visions and dedication to both creative and 
disciplined thought, and the time we commit to translating all of these 
into affecting practical and lasting change. Our graduates become 
alumni ready, willing, and able to change the world, and witnessing the 
beginnings of these journeys on our campuses, through our curricula, 
and in each of our community members is the best part of my job.
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Señora Roth Shares Love of Language with Her Students
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Charlie Gillespie ‘26, Grandparents’ & Special 
Friends’ Day

Whitt Shilling ‘24, Field Day

Atticus Young ‘28 & Margaret Kimbrough ‘28, 
Grade 1 Mummification

Myreen Alam, Pre-School Trike-a-Thon

2016 - 2017 
HIGHLIGHTS

14
Community 

Partners

58
Community & 

Morning Meetings

300
Student Chapel 

Speakers & 
Performers

150
Students & Faculty 
Honored at Class 

Day & Night

66
Regional Teens at 

SPARK! Hackathon

870
Fall Family Picnic 

Attendees
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Community
The School is proud of the experiences our students have every year and our community. The following 

pages demonstrate the vitality of the School experience through arts, academics, and athletics.

George Riser ‘17, Commencement

See more School traditions:
www.stabphotos.smugmug.com

Red Team, Doug’s Trip

South African Festival

So Hyun Park ‘12, Hana Sunny ‘12, Steven Decker ‘11, Sarah Glatt ‘12, 
& Carl Carpenter ‘12, Alumni Weekend
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Arts

Nigel McLaughlin ‘22, Grade 7 Art Logan Henyon ‘25, Orro Bowers ‘25, & Will Brown ‘25, Strega Nona

Piper Holden ‘19, Katie Waters ‘18, Jacob Lourie ‘18, Clay Gibbons ‘17,  Sarah Schmidt ‘20, & Emma Robertson ‘20, Into the Woods

Haley Campbell ‘29, Bodhi Young ‘29, Rosie Robertson ‘29, 
& Liam Gulotta ‘29, Grandparents’ & Special Friends’ Day

Get more of our arts:
www.stabphotos.smugmug.com

Learn about our arts program and events:
www.stab.org/arts

www

Kellan Malin, Pre-School
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Jinna Han ‘17, Upper School Spring Concert

Lindsey King ‘22, Mary Holland Mason ‘22, & Hunter Oakey ‘22, The Phantom Tollbooth

2016 - 2017 
HIGHLIGHTS

82
Props Made for 

Grade 7's The 
Phantom Tollbooth

180
Student Performers 

in Grades 6 - 12 
Plays

43
Garments Created 
for Wearable Arts 

Runway Show

25
Performances

775
2D & 3D Pieces 
Created in Upper 

School

28
All-District Choir 

Student Performers

Mary Margaret Carter, Pre-School
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Chance Mallory ‘24, Grade 5 Kite Making

2016 - 2017 
HIGHLIGHTS

12,653
Books Checked Out 
of the Legner Library

21
Intensives Studied

50
FAB Lab Hours

6
Maker Spaces & 
Tech Workshops 

Held

45
Quests Offered

COUNTLESS
Subjects Studied, 
Facts Learned, & 
Lessons Explored 
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Academics
Learn more about what our students are up to:

www.stab.org/academics

Mr. Raffinan’s Class, Grade 3 Rome Day

Mr. Ben Cohen’s Math Class Elise Walton & Leyna Spencer, Pre-School

Elle Dellisanti ‘24, Abby Noble ‘24, & Polina Shumilina ‘24, Grade 5 Science Cooper Lowell ‘21 & Nick Tennery ‘21, 
Computer Science

Ian Nataro ‘17, Upper School Science

wwwSee our students in action:
www.stabphotos.smugmug.com
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Athletics
See more photos and videos from our teams:
www.stabphotos.smugmug.com
www.stab.org/a-different-kind-of-classroom

Molly Morris ‘18, Coed Varsity Diving

Senior National Letter of Intent Signing

Boys’ Varsity Lacrosse

Amanda McVey ‘21, Track

KeShawn West ‘20, Boys’ JV Baseball

Learn about our athletic offerings and schedule:
www.stab.org/athletics www
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Gillian Borton ‘18, Girls’ Varsity Soccer

2016 - 2017 
HIGHLIGHTS

5
Coaches & Players 

of the Year

13
Team Participation in 
State Tournaments

11
Collegiate Letters 
of Intent Signed

577
Games Played

83
League & State 
Student Honors

2
LIS Championships

Matt Palumbo ‘17, Varsity Golf

Artie Humphreys ‘22, Boys’ JV Tennis

Celia Li ‘17, Varsity Softball
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Connections
St. Anne’s-Belfield utilizes social media platforms and videos to communicate with the community, 
sharing School news, updates, and achievements. 

www.instagram.com/
st.annesbelfield

www.twitter.com/
StAnnesBelfield

www.facebook.com/
St.AnnesBelfieldSchool
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Videos

Field Day 2017
vimeo.com/stab365/field-day
Get hyped with these students and their 
faculty coaches for one of the School's 
favorite annual activities, Field Day!

A Different Kind of Classroom Part 3
vimeo.com/stab365/different-classroom-3
Athletics offers a different kind of 
classroom for our players. Hear from Clara 
Duffy '17 about the impact of being part of 
a team. 

SPARK! Hackathon
vimeo.com/stab365/hackathon-2017
The SPARK! Hackathon is an annual 
technology workshop for high school 
students all around the area. Find out 
more about what they hacked this year. 

See the rest of our videos at vimeo.com/stab365
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Oliver van Wincoop '21 Soars with Creativity & New Technology

Oliver van Wincoop ‘21 discovered his love of 
filmmaking in second grade. At the time, he had 
the opportunity to work on a “secret” project for 
the School, which later turned out to be one of Mr. 
Andrew Brennan’s infamous magic carpet videos. That 
experience introduced him to the process, and he 
really liked the result. 

By the time he was in the fourth grade, van Wincoop 
was making videos on his own for “The Way Things 
Go,” a series on the Rube Goldberg Machine in which 
objects are set up to cause a chain reaction. As van 
Wincoop made more and more of these videos, he 
continuously tried to raise the quality. Now, as an 
incoming high school student, he has become one of 
the best content creators at the School. 

Van Wincoop is constantly asked to make new videos, 
whether for a class, an outside project, a teacher, or 
the School as a whole. However, he says his favorite 
project so far was the video he made for the 2016 
Auction because he got to hover board through the 
hallway while filming with his phone. 

“The hover board was used to get a smooth shot and I 
knew my phone took really good footage,” noted van 
Wincoop. 

By Jacob Stoner ‘11

“Bored in Math” Video made for Spring 2017 Quest

Like Oliver van Wincoop ‘21 who pushes the envelope 
at School, our students, faculty, and alumni explore 
their passions and creativity.  

New 
Horizons

“The Way Things Go 5”
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Watch Oliver's videos on YouTube and on 

www.vimeo.com/stab365

“Ski Club 2017” Video

Van Wincoop recently participated in the “Can We Go 
Viral?” Quest where students brainstormed, planned, 
and shot their own video. His group produced “Bored 
in Math,” using his drone to capture amazing aerial 
views of the School and bring the short film to new 
heights. Other videos van Wincoop has made for or 
assisted the School with include the “Ski Club 2017” 
and the Greenway Rise and Learning Village “New 
Perspective” videos. 

While every filmmaker has a specific style or creative 
touch, van Wincoop says he doesn’t have that yet.

“I wouldn’t necessarily say I have a style, but I have a 
way I like to do things. I think I’m still developing my 
style,” said van Wincoop. 

However, his videos contradict this. There is an 
element of continuity across each film that can’t go 
unnoticed. An Oliver Van Wincoop production is 
smooth, musically-driven (he often has the music 
picked out before he films), focused, and smart. 
He says he gets inspiration from Casey Neistat, a 
filmmaker turned YouTube vloger, and after watching 
his videos, it’s easy to see the similarities. Van 
Wincoop describes Neistat’s videos as interesting and 
different. Van Wincoop wants to make others feel as 
excited he feels when watching videos by Neistat. In 
fact, his favorite part of the whole process is sharing 
the final product.

“I like having an end product to show people. I like 
the process of coming up with an idea, planning it 
out, shooting it, editing it, and showing people,” van 
Wincoop explained.

At the moment, van Wincoop is unsure where his 
interest in filmmaking will lead, whether he’ll go to 
college to study it or continue creating as a hobby, but 
it’s safe to say he’s already had a creative impact on 
the School.
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A YEAR OF ENERGY
AU

G
U

ST LEELA GHAEMMAGHAMI ‘17 & CLARA DUFFY ‘17 NAMED YOUNGEST EVER 
iLAB PARTICIPANTS
After winning the 2016 Tom Tom Festival Crowdfunded Pitch Night, Leela Ghaemmaghami ‘17 and Clara 
Duffy ‘17 became the youngest ever participants in the University of Virginia's (U.Va.) iLab. The experience 
was offered to the students as a mentorship opportunity for their burgeoning business, Seniors Connect, which 
ensures local senior citizens can stay in touch with loved ones through technology education. The idea for this 
business was originally conceived in the School's Social Entrepreneurship Intensive course in winter 2014.

SE
PT

EM
BE

R

Take a look back at exciting highlights from throughout the year as our community members reached new horizons through 
exploring their passions in academics, athletics, culture, and more. Read additional School news at www.stab.org/news.

SENIOR SEMINAR PARTNERED WITH RIVANNA RIVER CO.
In fall 2016, Ms. Sarah Swain's Entrepreneurship & Problem Solving Senior Seminar partnered with Rivanna 
River Co. for a class project that brought their learning into the wild. Throughout the trimester, students helped 
the company generate ideas for expanding their weekday and shoulder season markets. The students researched 
options and interviewed potential customers as market research regarding attracting new market segments 
and developing new market channels. At the start of the course, the 14 seniors enjoyed a day on the river using 
Rivanna kayaks and gear to fully understand the company's products, services, and ethos.

SPANISH EXCHANGE STUDENTS ENJOY 11-DAY VISIT
Twelve Spanish exchange students came in September for an 11-day exchange 
visit at the School. The students, from Colegio Árula in Alalpardo, were 
housed with School families and attended classes, sporting events, and 
other after school activities during their stay. "They were eager to see the 
United States and experience American culture to the fullest with a teenage 
companion kind enough to have them join them in their classes and after 
school life," said Beth Miller, associate head of school for academics. The 
trip also included a field trip with the Grades 11 & 12 students that allowed 
students to view Freedom Riders at the Paramount Theater, followed by a trip 
to Thomas Jefferson's Monticello. As a part of the program, St. Anne's-Belfield 
students travelled to Spain in June for a similar experience.

“They were 
eager to see the 
United States 

and experience 
American culture 
to the fullest ...”
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LEARNING VILLAGE DEBUTS GRADES  
7 & 8 QUESTS
Fall 2016 saw the creation of the St. Anne's-Belfield 
Quests program, an update to the elective courses 
seventh and eighth grade students chose in the past. 
This new component of the Learning Village curriculum 
shapes options around questions, with classroom teachers 
facilitating group explorations rather than leading a set 
syllabus. Quests are student-driven in both choice and 
content. Students can choose a Quest that is project-
based, problem-based, product-driven, skill-specific, 
service-oriented, or one that evolves with them.

ANDY BEARDSLEY & LARSEN KLINGEL QUALIFY FOR 
BOSTON MARATHON
When the Richmond Marathon started on Saturday, Nov. 12 it was only the 
second time that Andy Beardsley, Cross Country and Track coach, dorm 
parent, advisor, and Upper School humanities teacher, and Larsen Klingel had 
competed together. In this race, Beardsley ran while Klingel, who lives with 
cerebral palsy, rode in a custom-made wheelchair produced in Boston. With 
the completion of the Richmond Marathon and qualification for the 2018 
Boston Marathon, Beardsley and Klingel are considering adding a fundraising 
component to their runs though the main motivation has always been to 
spend time and compete together.

N
O

VE
M

BE
R

RILEY GOODWIN '20 WINS NEH 
CELEBRATION BEST YOUTH 
DOCUMENTARY
Riley Goodwin '20 was awarded the top prize 
at U.Va.'s Human/Ties celebration of the 50th 
anniversary of the National Endowment for 
the Humanities. Her documentary ReThink 
was awarded a $500 first prize in the youth 
documentary film category.  "ReThink is about 
recycling in Charlottesville," said Goodwin. "It 
is the process and how the recycling system 
works." The focus of the film is the "single 
stream disposal" by which residents are assured 
that all waste, whether intended for recycling 
or not, can be disposed of in one bin. "Facilities 
can't process all of the recyclable materials 
thrown away. For example, once cardboard is 
contaminated it can't be recycled," Goodwin 
explained. "Any idea you feel strongly for and 
want to advocate for, documentary is a great 
medium to express those ideas and get them 
out there."

SCHOOL EDUCATORS PRESENT AT LONDON MOZFEST
For three days in October, St. Anne's-Belfield School technology educators Kim Wilkens, Zach Minster, and 
Michele Mathieson traveled to London, England to take part in Mozilla Festival 2016, more commonly known 
as MozFest. "I've been involved with Mozilla's #teachtheweb movement for several years now, taking advantage 
of the tools they have created and the community they have built in my teaching practice," said Kim Wilkens, 
computer science coordinator and instructor for Grades K – 8, as well as founder of local non-profit Tech-Girls. 
Alongside the workshops and presentations by St. Anne's-Belfield teachers, the MozFest schedule included 
spaces and thematic learning hubs on digital arts and culture, journalism, open science, localization, a hands-on 
youth zone, and more.

& EXPLORATION 
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Y SCHOOL TOPS 2017  
NICHE.COM RANKINGS
When Niche.com released rankings for 
public and private schools across the 
country, St. Anne's-Belfield School topped 
the lists of both best K - 12 private schools 
in Virginia (ranked second) and best private 
high schools in Virginia (ranked third). The 
overall Niche grade received was an A+, 
including an A+ in academics and an A+ 
in college preparedness. The scores and 
rankings are determined by school statistics 
and test scores, as well as opinions shared 
on the site by parents and students.

D
EC

EM
BE

R INTENSIVES BENEFIT FROM ALUMNI EXPERIENCE & INVOLVEMENT
This year's Intensives course selection offered Upper School students more than 20 subjects to explore in-depth 
as their sole classes for three weeks. The School's Intensives program is designed to offer students and teachers 
the chance to explore one topic of academic merit deeply by way of projects, experiential learning, guest 
lectures, and field trips. A variety of alumni volunteered their time to work with students and host off campus 
experiences this year. George Craddock '00, Suz Somersall '02, Carrington King '98, and Justin Goodman '04 
all spoke to students during the Intensive period, and alumni Jimmy Zunka '00, James Mattise '10, Meg Phillips 
'06, and Jacob Stoner '11 all co-taught courses as members of the School's faculty and staff.

 STUDENTS HOST INAUGURAL GREENWAY SYMPOSIUM ON "BIG IDEAS"
More than 120 community members gathered at the Greenway Rise Auditorium in December for the 
inaugural, student-led Greenway Symposium. Five speakers from diverse fields within the Charlottesville area 
shared their “big ideas” on building community. Student organizers Junho Moon ‘17, Kurt Bertone ‘17, Jerry Yao 
‘18, Yuelin Dang ‘18, and Piper Holden ‘19 worked on organizing the event for almost an entire calendar year. 
They invited the selected speakers based on their work in the community and ability to engage an audience 
in a TED Talk-style presentation. The speakers included: Dan Rosensweig, president and CEO of Habitat for 
Humanity Greater Charlottesville; Timothy J. Longo, former Charlottesville chief of police; Wendy Amato, 
director of curriculum and academics at educational travel company World Strides; Toan Nguyen, co-founder 
of C’ville Coffee, C'ville Central, and the Community Investment Collaborative; and James Coan, a psychology 
professor at the University of Virginia and director of the Virginia Affective Neuroscience Library.

COMMUNITY FORUM WELCOMES U.VA. 
LAW PROFESSOR FOR ANNUAL MOCK 
SUPREME COURT HEARING
During a Community Forum in February, 15 Upper School 
students participated in the fourth annual Supreme Court 
hearing as a part of Head of School David Lourie's and Ms. 
Laura Robertson's 21st Century Citizenship Senior Seminar. 
Professor Daniel R. Ortiz of U.Va. School of Law presided 
over the discussion with students and faculty in a legal debate 
about Supreme Court case Hernández v. Mesa, which has 
been argued in front of the United States Supreme Court. 
For the first time since its inception, the students all took 
the same side, arguing in favor of Hernandez, while Mr. Klaus 
defended Agent Mesa.
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OCTAVIA LAWSON '25 NAMED A BUS 
LINES COMMUNITY POETRY WINNER
Octavia Lawson '25 was named a winner in the Bus 
Lines Community Poetry contest and her poem was 
displayed inside Charlottesville Area Transit buses 
as well as at the Downtown Transit Station. Copies 
were also be included in the U.Va. Special Collections 
Library's collection of Charlottesville memorabilia. 
Lawson was invited to join fellow poets at the Bus Lines 
Community Poetry reading at the Virginia Festival of 
the Book in March.

FEBRUARY MARCH
LUCIA HOERR '18 NAMED A TOP 
STATE YOUTH VOLUNTEER
Lucia Hoerr '18 was named 
one of two top youth 
volunteers in Virginia 
as part of the 2017 
Prudential Spirit 
of Community 
Awards. Now in 
its 22nd year, 
the awards are 
a nationwide 
program honoring 
students in Grades 5 - 12 
for exceptional volunteer 
service. Hoerr began her Backpack Buddies program 
while a middle school student at the School, and for 
seven years has spent her summers soliciting and 
accepting school supply donations for underprivileged 
students.

SCHOOL ANNOUNCES TEACHING 
FELLOWS PROGRAM WITH UPENN
St. Anne's-Belfield School has announced a new 
teaching fellows program with the University of 
Pennsylvania (UPenn) to begin fall 2017. The 
program is a partnership between a consortium 
of independent schools, Ethical Culture Fieldston 
School, Gilman School, Greenwich Academy, 
Hopkins School, North Shore Country Day School, 
Princeton Day, Riverdale, Roxbury Latin, St. Anne's-
Belfield School, The Shipley School, Trinity School, 
and the University of Pennsylvania, creating the Penn 
Residency Master's in Teaching program (PRMT). The 
program is designed to take place over two years and 
involves one week of work at UPenn each summer, 
online work with the entire cohort of 20 - 25 fellows 
from participating schools, and one weekend per 
term at one of the consortium schools with the 
UPenn faculty. Fellows will also complete coursework 
with a mentor at St. Anne's-Belfield, as well as the 
regular responsibilities of the Teaching Fellows. Upon 
completion, the Penn Residency Master's in Teaching 
program will confer a Master of Science in Education 
(M.S. Ed.).

EIGHTH GRADE STUDENTS FEATURED 
BY HUMMINGBIRD ROBOTICS
Inspired by this past summer's Bio-Med Tech-Girls: 
U.Va. Exploratory Experience, Ms. Wilkens and 
Mr. Weis started the 2016 – 2017 school year by 
challenging eighth grade science students to create 
a device for a student with cerebral palsy. During 
the challenge, students learned about the design-
thinking process and used it to brainstorm ideas on 
addressing the needs of a student with cerebral palsy. 
They worked together to come up with ideas, create 
a prototype, and present the final project to the class. 
Using Hummingbird Robotics kits, two student groups 
designed and created prototypes of foldable crutches 
and a motorized chair and desk. In addition to utilizing 
their skills and knowledge to address a real world need, 
students practiced collaboration, problem-solving, 
empathy, and resilience throughout. Their projects 
were so successful that they were featured on the 
Hummingbird Robotics website.
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MAY 
PRE-SCHOOL TRIKE-A-THON 
RAISES FUNDS FOR U.VA.
In May, 37 Pre-School 
students, eight Junior 
Kindergarteners, 
and 10 
members of 
our Two-Year-
Old's program 
participated 
in the annual 
Trike-a-Thon. 
Students raised 
more than $1,600 
for U.Va. Children's 
Hospital. Due to the 
hot weather, they also enjoyed a morning under 
the sprinklers! Over the years, the Trike-a-Thon 
and its Pre-School participants have raised more 
than $26,000 for St. Jude's Children's Research 
Hospital and U.Va.

SIXTH GRADE STUDENT RAISING FUNDS 
FOR SPECIAL NEEDS CLASSROOM IN 
BOTSWANA
Gabriel Pullen '23 is raising money to build a classroom for 
students with special needs in Botswana. The idea came to 
him after traveling to the country with his mother, Paige, and 
visiting Bonnington Jr. Secondary School. There, the Pullens 
learned that about 50 students were classified as disabled, 
and that the principal was hoping to build a new classroom 
to accommodate them. Before they'd even left the school, 
Gabriel had a plan to help. "This classroom idea was 
completely his idea," Paige told a local Newsplex reporter. 
"We were sitting in the principal's office at Bonnington. He 
leaned over to me and said 'Mom, would it be okay if I raised 
money to build this classroom?'" Gabriel set up a GoFundMe 
page to assist in fundraising, and to date $12,350 has been 
raised for Bonnington with an ultimate goal of $15,000. If 
more than that amount is raised, the extra funds will be used 
to purchase supplies, musical instruments, and perhaps even 
assist teachers in traveling to the United States for training 
in special education.

STUDENTS WIN TOM TOM FESTIVAL YOUTH 
SUMMIT PITCH COMPETITION
Four St. Anne's-Belfield School students took first place in 
the Tom Tom Festival's second annual Youth Summit Pitch 
Challenge for their business idea, ProcrastinApp. The group, 
Coco Wu '18, Eric Liu '17, Andy Wood '18, and Emily Cai 
'18, came up with the idea for ProcrastinApp during their 
participation in the Entrepreneurship Intensive this past 
winter. ProcrastinApp is a novel application for mobile devices 
that links with school-based software to help students stay on 
top of their homework and assignments.

META-GRASS SUPERSTAR DAROL ANGER 
JAMS AT SCHOOL
Eclectic fiddler and Berklee School of Music Associate 
Professor Darol Anger joined the School for three days in 
March to work with strings students, jam with community 
members, and perform a public concert along with guitarist 
Avril Smith, local bass player Chris Dammann, and our 
School orchestras. As part of the School's Visiting Artists 
program, supported by the Fine Arts Boosters, Anger spent a day working with the Philharmonic Orchestra, 
Counterpoints, the Grades 7 & 8 Orchestra, the Grade 6 Orchestra, and all Grade 5 strings students. "I know I 
speak for everyone involved with the School's strings programs when I say this visit was a highlight of the year," 
said Debbie Lyle, director of instrumental music at the School and coordinator of the visit.
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JUNE

SCHOOL ADDING SOLAR TO BELFIELD FACILITIES 
Construction has commenced on a solar energy system aiming to produce 20 percent of the Belfield campus' energy. 
Contributed by an anonymous donor, the solar arrays will also add to St. Anne's-Belfield's efforts to continually create 
world-class facilities for its students while reducing its impact on the environment. In collaboration with Charlottesville-
based commercial solar company Sun Tribe Solar, over 1,000 solar panels are being installed on three different 
buildings at the Learning Village.

LISA KEELER, MARIE REED, & LAURA ROBERTSON TO SERVE AS NEW DEANS OF 
FACULTY DEVELOPMENT
Beginning in the 2017 – 2018 school year, three new deans of faculty development will work in collaboration with 
Associate Head of School for Academics Beth Miller to continually examine the quality of teaching and learning at St. 
Anne's-Belfield School. Faculty members and master teachers Lisa Keeler, Marie Reed, and Laura Robertson will be 
taking on the roles for Learning Village PS – 4, Grades 5 – 8, and the Upper School, respectively.

UPCOMING 2017 - 2018 SCHOOL YEAR WILL SEE RECORD ENROLLMENT 
The 2017 - 2018 school year will be one of record enrollment at St. Anne's-Belfield School, with 
a total of 925 students spread across all four divisions as of Aug. 7, 2017. Tremendous interest 
was shown by local community members, and globally for our boarding program, during the 
most recent admission cycle. The Pre-School and Upper School will both begin the year with 
record enrollments of 84 and 403 students, respectively. The incoming Class of 2021 will be 
the largest in the School's history, with 84 day students and 24 boarding students, for a total 
of 108 freshmen. The Learning Village Grades K - 8 continues to see enrollment on par with 
previous years. About 40 percent of our families will receive financial aid again this year, and the 
student body reflects 56 zip codes and 15 countries. 

If you know of a friend or family member interested in the School for the 2018 - 2019 school year, please direct them 
to www.stab.org/apply or contact our Office of Admission for a visit at (434) 296-5106.

JULY

925
Expected  

Enrollment
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JULY
AREA EDUCATORS LEARN TO 
LEARN AT COMPUTER SCIENCE 
INSTITUTE 
St. Anne's-Belfield School hosted its annual 
Learn to Learn summer professional development 
program in July with a Computer Science 
Institute open to area educators. Fifty 
participants from 15 private schools, public school 
systems, and youth programs took part in the 
two-day event. The Learn-a-Thon began with a 
keynote address from Jeffrey Spies, co-founder 
and chief technology office of the Center for 
Open Science. He told the audience that he 
often discusses "learning to learn," and described 
for them the pedagogy he uses with collegiate 
interns to avoid giving them answers or teaching 
them processes, and instead developing them 
into independent learners able to use resources to 
solve any problem. Following Spies' presentation, 
attendees were able to attend self-selected 
workshops including Bootstrap in Math, Open 
Data for Teachers, Robot Petting Zoo, Physical 
Computing with Arduinos, Intro to Scratch with 
a Science Teacher, and more. The Friday Design-
a-Thon kicked off with ReinventED Lab, and 
David Chen and Jennie Chu of U.Va. delivering 
a design-thinking overview followed by a day's 
worth of workshop challenges led by educators 
from St. Anne's-Belfield School, U.Va., Albemarle 
County Public Schools, SmartCville, and Mozilla.

Q&A WITH SHANNON MONTAGUE, 
NEW HEAD OF THE LEARNING VILLAGE
What are you most looking forward to about coming to St. 
Anne’s-Belfield School?
I am looking forward to getting to know the community 
— students, faculty, parents, and alumni. I was looking to 
join a school with a strong and vibrant community, and I 
know I have found that in St. Anne’s-Belfield. I’m looking 
forward to joining in the traditions (Fall Family Picnic, being 
mummified, and the Poetry Festival) and also creating 
some traditions of my own (What will Ms. Montague’s 
magic carpet be?). When I visited campus in May, I was 
overwhelmed by how warmly welcomed I was by all of the 
students. I am looking forward to spending time with them, 
watching them learn and grow, and getting to know them. 

What’s your personal teaching philosophy?
One thing that everyone will quickly learn about me is 
my love of singing and musical theater. After seeing the 
musical Hamilton last year, there was one line in particular 
that stood out to me: “What is a legacy? It’s planting seeds 
in a garden you never get to see.” I strongly believe that 
learning should be student-centered and student-driven. 
Teachers are planting seeds in students and hopefully 
inspiring them to choose their path and develop in ways 
that we may never see personally, but will greatly impact 
the lives of others.

Where do you want to see the School in five years?
From what I have already learned about the School, 
faculty are poised and ready to lead the charge in creating 
innovative programming and using research and best 
practices to prepare students for future success. I would 
love to see the School continue to lead in teaching and 
learning best practices and sharing our expertise broadly in 
the education world. 

What was your favorite class when you were in school?
Oh my goodness! This question is hard. I was really drawn 
to the humanities, so it is a tie between many of my 
English and history classes. I still enjoy reading young adult 
literature and particularly enjoy studying the history of 
the south in the 20th century. I think my love for both of 
those areas comes from my love of narrative and story. I 
am a people person, and I am interested in how getting to 
know people and understanding the lives and experiences of 
others. 
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For Señora Erica Roth, language learning as a child in her upstate 
New York hometown felt disconnected from her day-to-day life.

“In high school we memorized vocabulary, conjugated verbs, and 
took tests. We weren’t focused on speaking,” Roth remembers of her 
student days. “I didn’t always understand why we were doing it.”

It was only after a high school exchange program to Guanacaste, 
Costa Rica, that Roth realized that language learning was 
about making sense of the world, of communicating with and 
understanding those who live in different areas and cultures. 
This understanding was honed by her collegiate study abroad 
experiences, when she spent a summer in the Dominican Republic, a 
year in Argentina, and at Occidental College.

Roth graduated in 2008, and spent the next three years teaching 
in Córdoba, Spain. It was there that she realized the impact that 
language learning can have on children, and when she returned to 
the United States, she earned her master’s in bilingual bicultural 
education at Teachers College, Columbia University in 2013.

“I believe that my role in the classroom is to foster a curiosity about 
and love of world languages in my students,” Roth said. “As the 
world becomes more and more interconnected and global, the ability 
to speak another language has become increasingly important.”

As she describes it, her focus is not on fluency but rather on 
communication and, hopefully, having fun.

“I have a banner stretched across the entrance to my room stating 
‘communicate,’ which serves as a constant reminder to my students 
that communication is really what language learning is about,” noted 
Roth. “At the beginning of each year I talk to students at every grade 
level about their ‘Spanish tool box,’ and what they can do to make 
meaning of the language being used in the classroom.”

Roth has similar discussions with Upper School students in her role 
as a member of the Residential Life faculty and a counselor in the 
School’s English Language Learning Summer Camp. Roth has also 
played a significant part in the School’s Diversity and Inclusivity 
Committee, which recently drafted and approved St. Anne’s-
Belfield’s first Statement on Diversity and Inclusion. 

“I am proud of our School’s commitment to becoming a more 
inclusive and diverse community,” Roth said of her experiences. 
“Although the conversations are hard, the fact that they are 
happening is so exciting.” 

Señora Roth Shares 
Love of Language with 

Her Students
By Beth Stefanik

Community Focus |
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Classroom. Court. Field. 

These are home to Sierra Smith ‘18, a three-sport athlete 
at St. Anne’s-Belfield School who works tirelessly all year 
round in pursuit of true athletic excellence. 

Smith, a five-day boarding student, participates on 
volleyball, basketball, and lacrosse teams.

“My favorite thing about playing sports is the family 
atmosphere that it creates. Being a boarder here at the 
School, I don’t get to see my family as much as I’d like, 
so the teammates, the coaches that act as my parents, 
the girls that act as my sisters, it’s just a great thing to 
be a part of,” Smith said. “My family makes it to as many 
games as possible. My mom comes to almost all of my 
games.”

Smith has been at the School for her entire high school 
career, joining the community from Madison, VA in 
2014. She has been playing volleyball since eighth grade, 
lacrosse since tenth grade, and basketball almost all 
her life. In the past, Smith had also participated on the 
School’s Varsity Track & Field team in shot put and 
discus. 

“I think each sport means something different to me, and 
sports have always been a really big part of my life. And 
they keep me really busy,” Smith noted. “Playing sports 
every single season helps me maintain a good schedule, 
so I know when I have to do my work and when I have 
games. The schedule is one of the best parts about it.”

Though she has a love for each of her sports, one clearly 
stands out as her favorite.

“Basketball is my favorite because I like the aggression; 
I like to, after a long day of school, go to basketball 
and that just be my way to get away from things,” 
Smith explained. “Even with things outside of school, 
basketball has always been the answer and always been 
there for me.”

SIERRA SMITH
CONQUERS
CLASSROOM,
COURT, & FIELD
By Rachel Balsley

Community Focus |

As a rising senior, she hopes basketball and 
athletic involvement can be a part of her life in 
the years to come after graduation. 

“I would like to play basketball in college. I 
think the biggest way athletics correlates with 
my future would have to be the lessons that it 
teaches you about teamwork, having drive, being 
strong, and always pushing through no matter 
the circumstances you’re in,” Smith said of her 
future plans and lessons learned.

Those lessons have trickled into other areas of 
her life, setting a foundation of perseverance and 
tolerance in the classroom and on dorm. 

“I think my favorite class would have to be math, 
which is surprising, because I’m not very good 
at math at all. But my teachers have always been 
so supportive, they’ve always been there for me, 
and they’re always willing to help me,” Smith 
said. “I think the experience that math has given 
me is to keep working hard, no matter what, 
that’s the reason I appreciate it.”

While living on dorm and working with other 
student-athletes each season, Smith has also 
learned a lot about people, culture, and life itself. 

“I’ve learned a lot of people are different than 
you, and that’s okay, but it matters how you 
guys work together to be the best you can be,” 
commented Smith. “It’s different living with 
different people who do different things and are 
from different cultures because some things we 
don’t do in America they do at home; it’s really 
awesome to see the different cultures.”

After wrapping up the year with three overall 
winning seasons and a league championship title 
in basketball, Smith is looking forward to three 
more great seasons in the 2017 – 2018 year.
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For the 2016 - 2017 year, Charlottesville artist John 
Rubino served as the School artist-in-residence, largely 
in order to create a community sculpture for the 
Belfield Campus. 

The process took an entire year, from presenting ideas, 
mocking up, and constructing the piece itself. Rubino 
also used a 3D printer to print a few of the concepts 
to help better visualize the finished project. A huge 
part of the process was brainstorming with students, 
asking them what they wanted in a piece of art on their 
campus. 

“I asked all the classes I visited with the same thing: 
‘When mommy or daddy drops you off in the morning 
and you first realize you’re at school, what’s the first the 
first thought that comes to mind?’ And I kept hearing 
very similar things like inclusivity, friendship, learning, 
questioning, equality,” remarked Rubino. “With the way 
we involved the kids early on, I think there’s going to be 
a sense of ownership that spreads among the student 
body and the staff. Twenty years from now, someone 
could bring their kid over and say, ‘That’s my work.’”

The sculpture will be installed in the Learning Village 
Chandler Courtyard in fall 2017, depicting a teacher 
engaging with a student, telling the story of what the 
School works diligently to create: strong student-faculty 
relationships.

“A sculpture can be used to tell a story, commemorate 
an event, to honor an individual, or it can just be about 
a feeling,” Rubino said. 

The residency was generously funded in part by the St. 
Anne’s-Belfield School Fine Arts Boosters (STAB Fab) as 
well as by a gift from the estate of Carolyn Sanders ‘48.

“Throughout the year, the students engaged in a hands-

on, meaningful interaction with our artist-in-residence. 
The children shared stories and emotions about their 
School community to help create a masterpiece that will 
not only be displayed, but reflected upon as inspiration 
for our children to dream big and reach for the stars,” 
said Danyelle Collins, parent and STAB Fab president. 

Rubino’s favorite part of the process was being on 
campus interacting with the students and seeing those 
relationships come to life in front of his eyes, and hopes 
to continue to work with the School on future projects.  

“I would enjoy a much more regular relationship with 
the School,” said Rubino. “I have been incredibly 
impressed with the School, the way the kids act 
together, and the way they interact with adults. The 
degree of respect in both directions, both the kids for 
the adults and the adults for the kids, impressed me.”

During the year, Rubino also hosted Upper School 
students for a tour of his studio and demonstration as a 
part of the Branching Out Intensive in December. 

“The overall experience of working with another artist 
is inspirational!” said Kim Cox, Grades K - 3 and 7 & 8 
Visual Arts teacher. “I have gotten to see the piece from 
ideas on paper to actual manifestation. We have loved 
visiting Mr. Rubino’s studio and sharing what progress 
he made in creating the sculpture with the Learning 
Village.”

Rubino has had a long career of artistry, from metal 
working to drawing to creating dynamic installations 
like fountains and bridges, and currently has several of 
his free-standing sculptures displayed in IX Art Park. 

“I don’t know if it is the same for all artists, but I don’t 
go to work and then go home and be at home. I’m an 
artist twenty-four-hours a day,” noted Rubino. 

John Rubino served as the artist-in-residence in the 2016 - 2017 
school year, designing and creating a new campus sculpture. 

By Rachel Balsley

 Artist-in-Residence:
JOHN RUBINO
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Dolly Johnson & Lisa Cetroni  
SAY GOODBYE TO THE SCHOOL

There are many incredible teachers, staff members, and administrators at St. Anne’s-Belfield School. And though 
every retirement and departure is felt throughout the community, saying goodbye to Dolly Johnson and Lisa Cetroni 
was particularly bittersweet for many faculty, parents, and students this year. 

By Rachel Balsley

Beloved faculty members Dolly Johnson and Lisa Cetroni retire after 
a combined 50 years of service to the School.

Dolly Johnson
If you were part of the School community in the last 
35 years, you likely know Dolly Johnson. Johnson’s 
dedicated service to some of our youngest students 
has been felt throughout generations of students, 
totalling over 1,000. 

“I began my teaching career at St. Anne’s-Belfield 
School in 1983 as a twenty-seven-year-old newlywed 
with four prior years of teaching Pre-Schoolers. I had 
no idea it was the beginning of a long, loving journey 
for myself and my two yet-to-be-born children, 
[both of whom] graduated from St. Anne’s-Belfield,” 
Johnson said of her tenure at the School.

When she first started, there were a total of 68 
faculty, staff, and administrators at St. Anne's-
Belfield. Today, the School has grown to more 
than 200. Johnson has experienced much change, 
including a new Learning Village and leadership 
under multiple heads of school. But the most 
important thing she’s seen, and will miss, is the kids 
and helping them grow into learners and doers.

“I will miss the children, my ‘friends’ as we’ve called 
one another here at the School for years. I have been 
blessed to be part of all those children’s’ lives, all that 
love, the smiling faces, and warm embraces,” Johnson 
noted. “I will also miss creating my classroom with 
learning centers and spaces that have inspired our 
youngest learners to discover the joyful wonders of 
learning. I will miss inspiring their young minds to 
learn through play and connect through their senses 
as they explore to make sense of their world.”
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Lisa Cetroni
From teacher to administrator, Lisa Cetroni 
has served in multiple roles in her time at St. 
Anne’s-Belfield School and her impact has been 
felt campus-wide. 

“I feel as though one of the reasons I’ve been 
here for sixteen years is because the School 
recognized when I needed to grow,” Cetroni 
said. “When I needed more challenges, I felt 
the School responded with more exciting and 
challenging things for me. It always stayed 
interesting, fresh, and new. I don’t feel that 
every school does that, so I’ve been really 
fortunate.”

Cetroni too has seen the School throughout 
periods of vast change, and is optimistic about 
its future. 

“I’m really excited about where the School is 

Left Page: Dolly Johnson helps a Pre-School student get her helmet on for the annual Trike-a-Thon. Top Right: Lisa Cetroni and Andrew Brennan dress 
up as Abraham Lincoln. Above: Dolly Johnson and Lisa Cetroni bid farewell to their fellow faculty members and friends at the annual end of the year 
celebration. 

and where I’ve seen it come. I think we’re at a really exciting point,” Cetroni said. “It’s in such great hands. They will be 
continuing to lead it forward in terms of teaching and learning, which is what we need to be always looking at.”

Throughout her tenure, Cetroni has taught students of all ages, working her way to her most recent second grade Reading 
& Language Arts class. After so many years of experience at multiple schools, she offers her colleagues some final pieces of 
advice: 

“Always stay open minded. Always be questioning and learning and wanting to refine your craft. And keep in touch with 
their inner voice of, ‘Am I still loving what I’m doing?’ You’ve got to love this. I want people to love it who stay in it. That’s 
what fuels your desire to continue to grow and to continue to learn.”

Community Focus | 
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An Extraordinary Past
Most community members have probably heard 
some interesting stories of Brennan’s life, such as his 
experiences hitch-hiking across Africa, working in Hong 
Kong as a television producer, and taking odd jobs like 
a morgue attendant. Brennan’s life has been filled with 
adventure, love, family, and a thirst for knowledge. 

“I have lots of interests and things I like to do,” 
Brennan commented. “I haven’t decided what I want to 
be when I grow up. That’s why I’ve always dabbled in so 
many things.”

Brennan grew up all over the world, due in part to his 
father’s military career, and lived in places such as the 
United Kingdom, Egypt, and Germany. 

“Being a nomad or being on the move is nothing new to 
me,” Brennan said.

Though his life has largely been spent working in 
education, he himself had a late start with schooling, 
not going to his first school or learning to read or write 
until age nine. But after entering the field, his interest 
in creating a school skyrocketed. 

“I have strong views about education. I’ve worked in so 
many schools, and some I’ve seen some great schools, 
but also some terrible stuff,” remarked Brennan. “I 
quickly developed some thoughts on what a school 
should be like, and I have been able to implement that 
here. Education is moving very fast. Kids are taking 
control of their own education in a way, with our 
guidance.”

Leaving a Legacy: 
ANDREW BRENNAN

Senior administrator for 18 years, Mr. Andrew Brennan 
made an impact on every aspect of the Belfield Campus. 
He saw the construction of the Learning Village, 
transformed the arts curriculum, and made the School 
even more fun by spreading and encouraging joy while 
learning. And for that, we will always be grateful. 

Transforming Culture & Landscape
In addition to playing a major role in the building of 
the new Learning Village, Brennan came to St. Anne’s-
Belfield with a deeper kind of change in mind. 

“I tried to change the culture and ethos when I came 
here, make it a happy place. I was trying to make it 
a place where every child was known, and every kid 
knew me and could talk to me. From that, you build 
community,” Brennan said. “I like to tell the story 
about a family who were going to go to Disney World, 
but cancelled because their daughters didn’t want 
to miss any school, they wanted to be here. So we’re 
better than Disney World, basically.”

In addition to community and a culture shift, Brennan’s 
main priorities and key parts of what he considers his 
legacy were academics, arts, and faculty.

“We’ve been involved in trying to make us the best 
school on the east coast. That meant making sure we 
deliver a quality program. And as a result, we hired 
the best teachers,” Brennan continued. “I want people 
who are not only good role models, but who come with 
ideas, who are innovative. I try to foster a culture in 
which teachers feel they’re heard, cherished, nourished, 
and developed, so they themselves become better 
teachers.”

By Rachel Balsley

I haven’t decided what 
I want to be when I 

grow up. 

"

"
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Life After the Learning Village
Though sad to go, Brennan is grateful 
for his time at St. Anne’s-Belfield School, 
and excited for his next step, which he 
hopes will include lots of reading and 
writing, beekeeping, sailing, traveling, 
watching operas, and charity work. 

“I’m grateful for St. Anne’s-Belfield. It’s 
been home to me, my children came 
here. It’s been a great experience,” 
Brennan said of his tenure at the School 
before noting on his future plans. “We’ll 
probably get involved in some charity 
work, specifically with the National 
Association for Mental Illness. I think 
people need to be educated about it, 
there aren’t many support systems. My 
wife has been very effective in starting 
to bring change, but I think there is a 
long way to go.”

Previous Page: Andrew Brennan on-site with students during construction of the Learning Village in 2009. Above: Chair of the Board of Trustees Richard Booth 
and Head of School David Lourie share with Andrew Brennan and his wife Christine the dedication of the Learning Village Auditorium in his name, Brennan 
Hall. Below: Andrew Brennan leading the 2008 Field Day walk. Right Page: Andrew Brennan with students in one of his famous videos, and dressing up as the 
Mad Hatter with Lisa Cetroni as Alice from Alice in Wonderland for Halloween 2008. 
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Practices beekeeping.

1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

6. 

7. 

8. 

9. 

10. 

THINGS YOU MAY NOT KNOW  
ABOUT MR. BRENNAN

Saying Goodbye
After a long career in education, and in other fields, 
Brennan said his final goodbyes in June, leaving 
the Learning Village in the hands of new Head of 
the Learning Village Shannon Montague. With his 
goodbye, he imparts several words of wisdom and 
advice to his colleagues and the School:

“Be authentic and sincere with the children, 
because they can see through it. They can work out 
your character pretty quickly. Don’t put up with 
mediocrity, have high standards. The kids want high 
standards, the parents want them, and their teachers 
do too. And have fun. How many jobs do you go to 
and you get hugs and smiles? Try to create a happy 
place, and enjoy the children and your colleagues.”

Had his own Chinese television show, 
worked in a morgue, as a teacher, and 
many other interesting jobs.

Had [what he claimed to be] the 
world’s only cupcake museum.

Co-wrote an opera in the 80s.

Lived in 10 homes in his first nine years.

Hitchhiked around Africa (he does not 
recommend).

Kept a robe in his office for the annual 
Moon Party.

Has lived and traveled all over the 
world, including U.K., Egypt, Germany, 
Africa, France, Canada, & India.

One of his childhood homes was blown 
up by a grenade.

Didn’t start school until he was nine 
years old.

10 



AN 
UNLIKELY JOURNEY



JOURNEY
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Looking back, I have asked myself what I wish I had 
known at my own graduation and about my next steps. 
Now how many of you know what university you will 
be attending next year? Well you all are farther along 
than I was when I was sitting in those chairs. And for 
those of you who don’t know your next steps just yet, 
you aren’t alone. At graduation, I was trying to decide 
between NYU Tisch for filmmaking and the University 
of Virginia. 

Now I work at the White House. So it is okay if you do 
not have it quite figured it all out at 18. And for those 
of you who are absolutely sure about what your future 
holds, make sure to be flexible. I started at the White 
House under President Obama and I advise on policies 
related to the Affordable Care Act ... I genuinely love 
what I do. However my journey has not been seamless 
or smooth. I have stumbled and faced setbacks. And I 
have learned that in every challenge and hardship is an 
opportunity to become stronger. That is what I want to 
share with you today.

I was born in Afghanistan at the height of the civil war. 
My first memories of childhood are that of bullets and 
bombs. The day my family fled Kabul, I was playing 
in our living room, just like yours, when rockets were 
fired into our home. We had no choice but to flee. My 
family and I walked for hours through the war-ravaged 
city, occasionally stopping so my Mom who was seven 
months pregnant could rest. Eventually we found a 
ride that took us to the border of Pakistan. Our ride 
was a 16-wheeler truck and the driver hid us behind 
barrels of oil. Any movement of people into and out of 
the city was highly restricted.  

We settled in Pakistan where building a new life 
was not easy. We couldn’t just pick up where we had 
left off. As Afghans, we were treated as second class 
citizens and barred from attending Pakistani schools. 
So, my family founded a private school where both 
Afghan girls and boys could attain an education. At a 
young age, my parents instilled in me and my sisters 
a thirst for knowledge. They taught me the value of 
education. That it is not to be taken for granted and 
not everyone has access to education. They also taught 
me that if you work hard, you can make it anywhere … 

We moved to Charlottesville in September 2001, 
exactly 10 days after 9/11. As a 10 year old, I was 

initially oblivious to the hateful rhetoric occurring 
against Muslim Americans. I was naively expecting 
us to be welcomed here with open arms. Instead, at 
the age of 10, I was detained at JFK Airport with my 
family and questioned for hours. In school, I faced 
bigotry and discrimination. I was asked if my dad was 
a terrorist. Once a classmate sitting next to me on the 
school bus immediately got up when I told her I was 
Afghan. I was often told to go back to ‘my country’ as 
if I didn’t belong. I initially went through a self-hating 
phase, embarrassed and ashamed of being Afghan and 
Muslim.

It was not until I joined St. Anne’s Belfield that I grew 
comfortable with and gained confidence in my identity. 
Here at this School, I was encouraged to embrace my 
Afghan heritage as we celebrated different cultures.  
I started an organization to help rebuild schools in 
Afghanistan. My fellow classmates not only pitched in, 
but were equally invested in my passion. In this very 
school, I gained the courage to not only speak up for 
myself but to also advocate for others.  

At this School, I also developed an interest in 
filmmaking and produced a documentary during my 
junior year. I was drawn to filmmaking because it 
allowed me to tell stories of those who are voiceless 
and oppressed, to bring empathy and empowerment 
to voices otherwise silenced. But despite getting into 
film school, something about pursing it didn’t feel 
right. Part of this was fear of failure and self-doubt 
as the entertainment industry is hard to break into 
... I was only 18 and I had no idea what I truly wanted 
to do with my life. So I decided to take a year off and 
returned to Afghanistan to volunteer, hoping to make a 
difference.  

Visiting Afghanistan was an eye-opening experience for 
me. It had been seven years since the U.S. invasion and 
I had naively expected the city to have been rebuilt. 
Instead, I witnessed suffering and widespread poverty. 
I met kids your age who yearned for education but 
could not afford it. I met sick Afghans who lacked 
access to basic medical care and lifesaving treatments. 
My gap year, in the end, shaped my desire to pursue a 
career in global health. I aspired to make healthcare 
affordable and accessible to those in need …

Saha Khaterzai ‘08 Delivers Powerful 
Commencement Address About Her 
Family's Journey to the U.S.
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My first memories of 
childhood are that of bullets 

and bombs. The day my 
family fled Kabul, I was 

playing in our living room, 
just like yours, when rockets 

were fired into our home.

After [several] setbacks, rather than changing paths 
or “putting off” my dreams, I worked harder during 
my remaining years in college. I majored in foreign 
affairs and met a professor who encouraged me to 
apply to the Master’s program at the Frank Batten 
School of Public Policy at U.Va., [where] I developed 
a strong interest in domestic issues which eventually 
led me to my current job – allowing me to combine 
my passion for public health and helping those less 
fortunate ... When your path is unexpectedly blocked, 
there are often better opportunities down the road. 
Opportunities that you did not know existed, and that 
you may not have been interested in when you started 
your journey. Be open to new challenges and trust your 
heart. Nothing is easy, but you are all too valuable to 
give up at the first, second, or third setback ...

You already possess the ability to make your community and country a better place. And while hearing poor political 
discourse and hateful language, particularly from political leaders, can be discouraging and upsetting, it doesn’t mean 
you cannot influence change. I have found it challenging to be a Muslim refugee working for an Administration that 
developed a ban on Muslims. However, by speaking out and standing up for others, you have the power to bring about 
positive change. 

After attending this School, getting the opportunity to learn and receive an education so many people in this world can 
only dream of, you are all empowered to make a difference. No matter what path you choose, you can create a positive 
impact in your community. As you begin the next chapter of your lives, have the courage to follow your heart and your 
passion. No matter how far you are down a path, remember it is never too late to change directions or to start over. Work 
hard but also remember to have fun and enjoy the journey. Your best days are ahead of you. 

Adapted from Saha Khaterzai’s ‘08 2017 Commencement address. Saha, pictured below with colleagues and former Vice President Joe Biden, 
attended the University of Virginia’s College of Arts and Sciences and the Frank Batten School of Leadership and Public Policy. She currently 
serves a policy advisor at the White House Office of Management and Budget. Previously, she interned for Dr. Frozan Fanaa, one of two female 
candidates in the Afghan presidential elections in Kabul, and the U.S. Mission to the United Nations, among other positions. 

"

"
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 Our Newest Alumni:
THE CLASS OF 2017

School graduates another class of standout students, welcomes them into 
global alumni network. 

Body. Mind. Heart. Soul. 

These four faithful words from a former headmistress are familiar to most students, faculty members, and community 
friends in the history of the School. They are meant to both inspire and embody the St. Anne’s-Belfield School graduate at 
the end of their journey through the halls of each campus. 

The Class of 2017 is no exception to this long-standing tradition of empowering students to be good people in addition to 
scholars. And that is why this class, filled with dreamers, doers, visionaries, athletes, and artists, are so special to so many 
community members. 

“The Class of 2017 was a force to be reckoned with. They began their senior year with a sense of purpose and excitement 
and, over the course of the year, availed themselves of the resources and customized support we provided to them,” said 
Sandra Sohne-Johnston, director of College Counseling and dorm parent, who, along with the other counselors, worked 
closely with the Class of 2017.  “As a result of their dedication to St. Anne’s-Belfield and Charlottesville, they have left 
an indelible mark on our community. It was an honor to support them on their journey to college and beyond. We are 
incredibly proud of them and are confident that they will continue to excel inside and outside the classroom.”

Though impressive, this class will be known for more than the grades they earned or the schools to which they 
matriculated. They are a special link in the School’s grand chain of alumni, leaders, and friends. They started traditions, 
honored the School with service, and encouraged every class that will come after them to do the same. 

“More than anything, I am humbled to have been surrounded by incredible individuals throughout my time at St. Anne’s-
Belfield,” said Kurt Bertone ‘17. “The dedicated staff, exemplary teachers, and lifelong friends have shaped me into who I 
am today. I am truly grateful for the home that the School has given me.”
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Art Center College of Design
Auburn University

Boston College
Brandeis University
Bryn Mawr College

California Polytechnic State University, San Luis Obispo
Choate Rosemary Hall

Christopher Newport University
Colgate University

College of Charleston
College of William & Mary (3)

Cornell University (2)
Dartmouth College
Dickinson College
Duke University

George Mason University (2)
Hampden-Sydney College

Hampton University
Harvard University (2)

Howard University
James Madison University (3)

Johns Hopkins University
Lynchburg College

The New School
New York University (2)

North Carolina State University
Oberlin College of Arts and Sciences

Ohio University
Piedmont Virginia Community College (2)

Purdue University
Rice University
Rollins College

Sacred Heart University
Santa Clara University

School of the Art Institute of Chicago
Sewanee: The University of the South

Skidmore College
Stevens Institute of Technology

Texas Christian University
Trinity College

University of Georgia
University of California, Los Angeles (2)

University of California, San Diego
University of Chicago (2)

University of Colorado at Boulder
University of Delaware

University of Mary Washington (3)
University of Michigan

University of Pennsylvania (2)
University of Rochester

University of Southern California
University of Virginia (8)

Vanderbilt University
Virginia Tech (6)

Washington University in St. Louis
West Virginia University

Yale University

Matriculation List

139
College & University  

Acceptances

OUR SENIORS

82
Graduating Seniors

16
Cum Laude 
Recipients

0
Snow Days Enjoyed 

as Seniors

4,920
Completed Hours of 
Community Service

189
Senior Seminars 

& Internships 
Completed
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The School welcomes near record number of alumni, former faculty, and 
friends during annual Alumni Weekend.

Alumni Weekend is one of St. Anne’s-Belfield School’s 
most anticipated events each year, allowing for a 
homecoming of familiar faces and friends. This year’s 
events drew former students, faculty, and family 
members back on campus from April 28 – 30. 

“It’s always wonderful to welcome alumni back to 
campus, and this year we almost reached record 
attendance,” said John Blake, director of alumni 
relations. “The members of the Class of 1967, 
celebrating their fiftieth reunion, were particularly 
active in organizing alumnae and it was really something 
special to see fourteen of them return to Charlottesville 
from all over the country and even South Africa to 
reminisce about their time at the School.”

Events included many celebrations: an Alumni 
Association Board meeting; the presentation of the 
Distinguished Alumni Award to Sally Mott Freeman ‘72 

and the Alumni Association Service Award to Leonard 
Winslow ‘77; a cocktail party; tours of the Greenway 
Rise Campus and Norfleet Archives; athletic events; 
celebrating the life of Robin Fray ‘72 with a bench 
dedication; a 50th reunion luncheon for the Class of 
1967; class parties; and a farewell brunch. 

Each event allowed alumni to reconnect with their 
peers, teachers, mentors, and friends while enjoying 
time back on campus and in the Charlottesville area. 

“The execution of this reunion weekend was very well 
done. The ‘67s felt very honored and somewhat spoiled,” 
said Elizabeth Smith Hassell ‘67, who participated in 
multiple events throughout the weekend, including the 
50th reunion. 

We look forward to seeing even more alumni on campus 
in the 2017 - 2018 school year!

Qiara McCain ‘07, Cocktail Party

See more pictures from Alumni Weekend:
www.stab.org/2017-Alumni-Weekend

Frances Brawley Foster ‘73, Glen Findholt, & Beverley 
McClinton Stinson ‘73, Cocktail Party

ALUMNI WEEKEND
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Alumni Association Service Award: Leonard Winslow ‘77Distinguished Alumni Award: Sally Mott Freeman ‘72

Robin Fray ‘72 Bench Dedication 

Class of 1967 50th Reunion Luncheon

Mache Wells ‘97, Farewell Brunch

Class of 1992 Class Party

Class of 1977 Class Party
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Class Notes
Our alumni travel the world, make strides in their careers and families, and celebrate together all year 
long. See what your friends and peers have been up to recently. 

Submit your alumni class notes:
www.stab.org/classnotes

www

1950s
Fredericka Wigton Achin ‘50
Fredericka is now retired and living in southern 
Florida, where she is active in community service and 
volunteerism. 

Anne Welborn Greene ‘52
Anne is enjoying having many family members close 
by, including three children, six grandchildren, and six 
great grandchildren! She often thinks back to happy 
memories of her three years at St. Anne’s.

Elizabeth Meade Howard  ‘56
Elizabeth is proud to announce her book, Aging 
Famously: Follow Those You Admire to Living Long and 
Well, will be published in September 2017 by Jefferson 
Park Press.

Carol Sims ‘56
Carol celebrated her 20 year anniversary of ordination 
in the Episcopal Church in June. She currently serves 
as Priest Associate at Grace Church in Keswick, VA. 
Carol also continues to counsel in a private practice in 
Charlottesville, where she’s blessed to be surrounded 
by family and friends from St. Anne’s.

1960s
Marietta Muller Gwathmey ‘66
Marietta and her husband Frank recently moved to 
Wilmington, NC after his retirement. They currently 
spend their time at Wrightsville Beach, working with 
their church youth group, and recently returned from 
a week long mission trip in Appalachia. Marietta is 
enjoying her time arranging flowers and volunteering 
for various organizations. Their children are well, Clare 
teaches Spanish part time in Raleigh and raises two 
children with her husband Scott. Winston and Kelly 
are both on the faculty at U.Va. Medical Center, he an 
orthopedic surgeon taking care of the basketball and 
baseball teams, she a neurologist. They also have two 
children. William lives in Wilmington with his wife, 
Sarah, and one child with another on the way.

Though it has been hot, Brooke has been enjoying 
the weather and life in Connecticut gardening and 
playing bridge. She also frequents Boston, MA to 
visit and help care for her grandchildren.

Brooke Henry ‘65

Lynn McLain ‘67
Lynn enjoyed her time with classmates and Kay Walker 
Butterfield at their 50th Reunion during Alumni 
Weekend in April, and enjoys getting together often 
with Selina Moore ‘67. Lynn has written a coffee-table 
trivia-type book, For the Love of Fireworks, which is 
expected to come out this year on www.lulu.com as 
part of a fundraising effort for a memorial to her father 
at Washington College.

Margaret and her husband Pete have retired and 
moved back to Georgia to be close to their our 
children and grandchildren. They are currently 
living with their son and daughter-in-law until they 
find a new home.  

Margaret  “Peg” Rogers Weir ‘67
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Jan and formers classmates Elise Amory Miller, 
Judy Tremain Webb, Liz Toy Chadwick, and Kim 
Goodloe Rochow enjoyed a weekend of golf, spa, 
and dining in Pinehurst, NC. While together, they 
shared their excitement for their upcoming 50th 
Class Reunion in 2018 during Alumni Weekend.

Jan Sellars Scott ‘68

It seemed almost impossible that the Class of 1967 was 
returning for its 50th Reunion this year. We deeply missed 
our classmates who weren’t able to join us, but 14 of us 
returned from near and far, including Virginia, North 
Carolina, Texas, Colorado, Georgia, and South Africa.

There was great anticipation to this reunion, and we were 
helped in all of our planning efforts by Mrs. Kay Walker 
Butterfield, School archivist, and John Blake, director 
of alumni relations. The weekend kicked off with the 
cocktail party in the beautiful new dining hall, where we 
were thrilled to see several members of the Class of 1968. 
A festive dinner at Farmington followed, and hilarity 
ensued as we reminisced. The next morning found us 
in the Scott Center for Arts and Sciences, enjoying a 
continental breakfast with Kay, who shared the fascinating 
history of Greenway Rise. We toured the new Greenway 
Rise Auditorium and made a trip to the Archives where 
we poured over mementos, photographs of our class, and 
long-ago notes we’d written to our beloved Mrs. Elizabeth 
Norfleet. Kay’s work in preserving the School’s historical 
collection is remarkable.

All this was capped off with a beautiful luncheon for the 
Class of 1967 by the School, featuring local food prepared 
by the School’s amazing chef, Trey Holt. Head of School 
David Lourie welcomed us back to campus and talked 
about the School’s current programs and initiatives. Evans 
Van Liew ‘17, senior class co-president, gave an eloquent 
account of the role St. Anne’s-Belfield School has played in 
her life. All of us treasured the gift of our graduation photo 
in its silver frame.

There was more, of course — a casual, delightful dinner at 
a Charlottesville restaurant that evening and a sumptuous 
farewell brunch at the School the next morning. We agree 
that it’s important to support the School financially at 
whatever level of giving is appropriate for us. More than 
anything, we treasured the chance to be together, talk 
about who we were when we arrived at St. Anne’s and 
who we’ve become in the intervening years. So much of 
our growth and change is connected to our extraordinary 
education and the deeply-felt influence of teachers like 
Kay and Ms. Pamela Malone and Mrs. Norfleet, which 
continues to this day. All of us agree that, as a group and 
as a class, there is a special kind of glue that binds us 
together, and we’re grateful to St. Anne’s-Belfield for giving 
us such a delightful weekend to revel in our friendships 
and celebrate the amazing milestone of 50 years.

Breese Cousins Glennon ‘69
Breese continues renovations on her 1760 log cabin at 
the Boxley Place Inn in Louisa, VA, making it a blend of 
modern and historic.

Mary Motley Kalergis ‘69
Mary recently became Master of Foxhounds of the 
Keswick Hunt Club. The Derrydale Press also recently 
published her ninth documentary photography 
book, Foxhunters Speak: An Oral History of American 
Foxhunting. When she’s not riding horses or taking 
pictures and recordings, she and her husband David 
like to spend time with their family. This summer, 
they got together with all of their children and 
grandchildren — 15 under one roof!

1970s
Terri Betts ‘71
After retiring from teaching two years ago and 
traveling and relaxing with husband Bill, Terri is now 
concentrating on a church banner-making business, 
finally putting her art degree to work. She recently held 
a workshop at the East Ohio Conference of the United 
Methodist Church in Lakeside, OH and enjoyed sharing 
the techniques she’s developed over the years.

Julie Ann Whitfield Wilson ‘73
Julie is enjoying life on the farm in Hawaii, while her 
husband Sam is retired from the cockpit, and enjoying 
the great outdoors planting orchards and chasing 
chickens while she watches from the porch. Julie hopes 
to see more notes and updates from the St. Anne’s last 
“all girls” class.

Alumni Voice - Alumni Weekend 2017
Sherley Osgood Keith ‘67 shares her experience at Alumni 
Weekend in April 2017 for her class’ 50th Reunion. 
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Catherine Derdeyn Little ‘82
Catherine is still enjoying life in Atlanta, and has 
recently joined Troutman Sanders, where Robert Angle 
‘87 is a partner. Catherine’s eldest son will be attending 
Davidson College in the fall as a Belk Scholar, while her 
other two children are still in high school. Catherine 
has had the good fortune to keep up with classmate 
and friend Jessica Simpson Harrell ‘82 and hopes to see 
her class in the fall. 

Francesco di Valmarana ‘85
Francesco is enjoying life in Northamptonshire, 
England, just five minutes from the Washington family 
home at Sulgrave, 15 minutes from Banbury Cross, and 
30 minutes from Stratford-upon-Avon. He is looking 
forward to seeing Marcus Wiley ‘86, Alex Crosby ‘85, 
and Moira Kavanagh Crosby ‘85 later in the summer.

Derek Wadlington ‘86
Derek spent the last six months discerning his 
ministerial call by spliting his time as a church pastor 
and college chaplain. He has learned that church 
ministry is not where he’s called, and is excited to 
announce that beginning this fall, he will be the 
Helen Carnell Eden Chaplain at Wilson College in 
Chambersburg, PA.

Drew Ewing ‘87
Drew recently launched a new company  
www.mountainskitrips.com for skiing in Colorado, 
and soon in Utah.

Andrea Dunlevy Williams ‘89
Andrea currently lives in Pasadena, CA, and works in 
downtown Los Angeles, CA at Oaktree Capital as a 
large alternative asset and private equity manager. She 
and spouse Greg have two children, Eliza and Everett, 
and are enjoying their middle school years. Andrea and 
her family still visit Charlottesville every summer to 
see her mother.

1990s
Nicole Kassell ‘90
Nicole has been busy working as a director in film and 
television, directing episodes of The Americans, The 
Leftovers, and Claws this past year. Tune in!

Tristan Eckert Gremaud ‘95
Tristan and husband Julien welcomed a baby boy, Luca 
Phoenix, in January 2017 and currently reside in West 
Palm Beach, FL.

Cay Wieboldt Kendrick ‘74
After 29 years in Yarmouth, ME, where they raised their 
kids, Cay and her husband sold their house and moved 
15 miles out to sea to Vinalhaven Island, ME. They 
have  been going there for years in the summer and are 
excited to join this close-knit lobstering community 
full time. The island has spectacular natural beauty 
along with a fascinating history of granite quarrying. 
Their daughter Cory lives in San Francisco, CA and 
their son Ross in Eugene, OR, and Cay is looking 
forward to taking trips to the west coast to visit.

Cam and husband Bill are proud grandparents 
of two little girls. Olivia was born to their son 
Bruce and his wife Alex in March 2015. Kennedy 
was born to their son Will and his wife Kaitlin in 
October 2016. Their third son just graduated from 
Appalachian State University in May. He passed his 
North Carolina contractor’s exam and is a builder 
in the Huntersville and Mooresville, NC area. Their 
fourth son will graduate from Clemson University 
in May 2018 and is engaged to be married in June 
2018. Cam’s parents Bruce ‘55 and Gordon Winfield 
have moved from Kilmarnock, VA to Greenville, 
NC to be closer to their daughter, Bunny Lawrence. 
They will move into their newly built house in July. 
Cam and Bill stay very busy with fun activities and 
family time.

Cam Winfield Hammill ‘76

1980s
Phil Evans ‘80
Phil and his family have been living in Chatham, NJ since 
2001. Prior to that, they spent almost seven years in 
Milan, Italy. Phil is the managing director at BlackRock, 
an asset management company headquartered in New 
York City, NY. He and his wife of 27 years have two 
daughters, Alexandra (21-year-old Villanova University 
graduate and future Deloitte auditor) and Katherine 
(18-year-old Duke University student). Now that Phil 
and his wife are “empty nesters,” they look forward 
to spending more time on Daufuskie Island, SC, their 
future full-time residence. In the meantime, they 
continue to travel extensively around the globe, and look 
forward to catching up with everyone soon.
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2000s
Jessi Cordle ‘03
Jessi moved back to Roanoke, VA from Boston, MA 
in June 2015. Since then, she’s been working as a 
veterinarian at Pet Vet. She and her husband own 
a delightful brick ranch on 7.5 acres in southwest 
Roanoke County and spent a year completely 
remodeling it into their dream home, which was 
featured in the most recent episode of The Roanoker 
(May - June 2017) for its newly installed indoor spiral 
slide. After being diagnosed with breast cancer in 2016, 
Jessi is happy to announce she has been cancer free for 
one year! Since the diagnosis, she has been focusing 
extra hard on soaking in every joy life has to offer and 
loving southwest Virginia life with her husband and 
two little boys.

Emily Page ‘95
Emily published a memoir featuring more than 40 
paintings depicting her families experience with 
frontotemporal dementia after her father was 
diagnosed at age 65. The paintings in the memoir, 
Fractured Memories: Because Demented People 
Need Love, Too, include personal symbols like an 
elephant and sheet music representing her dad’s 
love of jazz music. Emily also kept a blog about her 
role as a young caregiver, the content of which has 
contributed to the book. 

Kristopher Conner ‘97
Kris and his wife Heather Waters welcomed their 
daughter Avlyn Farah Conner into the world in 
April 2017. 

Stephanie Taylor ‘97
Stephanie and her family recently welcomed 
Eleanor Jane Hicks Meinrath into the world 
in April 2017, joining her other daughter Alice. 
Stephanie and her family currently divide their 
time between Washington, DC and State College, 
PA. Stephanie is busy running a political action 
committee that supports progressive candidates, 
including fellow alumnus Tom Perriello ‘92 when 
he ran for governor this year.

Rhonda Siragy West ‘07
Rhonda is working as a scientist at the state public 
health laboratory, the division of consolidated 
laboratory services. She’ll be celebrating her five-
year wedding anniversary with her husband Colin 
West in August 2017. They share two beautiful 
babies, Samuel Colin and Isabelle Lee. 
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Elizabeth “Lizzy” Hancock ‘09
In November 2016, Lizzy completed the first step 
to becoming a certified DONA Birth Doula. She is 
now training in Charlottesville and the surrounding 
counties. She lives on horse farm with her boyfriend 
and beagle puppy.

John Siciliano ‘11
John is in his second year as a project engineer 
with Nielsen Builders, a premier full service 
construction firm in Harrisonburg, VA. He is 
working on a variety of projects all around the 
state, ranging from Virginia Military Institute 
and Rockingham County Schools to facilities 
in Orange County and Portsmouth. Outside 
of work, John is still playing baseball and is a 
proud member of the Clover Hill Bucks in the 
Rockingham County Baseball League. He also 
continues to work with a community food bank 
team monthly, an outreach opportunity he began 
when first at St. Anne’s-Belfield, which he credits 
for being very community service-driven. He is 
also proud to announce he recently joined an 
exciting new alumni giving society, the Malone 
Society, and looks forward to the impact they will 
make for future students. 

Caitlin Morris Terry ‘08
Caitlin married John Terry in November 2016 at 
St. Paul's Episcopal Church, Ivy. Ben Moore-Coll 
‘08 was the bride’s best-man and Lily Moore-Coll 
‘04 helped photograph the wedding. Sarah Johns 
‘99, Janet Moore-Coll, Meg Van Liew, Evans Van 
Liew ‘17, John Monahan ‘00, Mary Welby ‘76, and 
Tony von Thelen B ‘72 all brought added joy to 
the celebration. Caitlin and John live in Atlanta, 
where they teach high school. 

Hannah and Ryan Arnold are excited to announce 
the arrival of Josephine Ida Arnold into the family 
in June 2016.

Hannah Velie ‘10

2010s
Brian Yeagle ‘11
Brian has returned to the School as the assistant to the 
athletic director and Boys’ Varsity Baseball head coach. 
He looks forward to continuing to be a part of the 
School community.

Annie Temmink ‘07
Annie is still exploring the wild world of 
costumes. In September, her work will be featured 
in the “Olympics of Costume” at the World of 
Wearable Art in Wellington, New Zealand. To see 
what else is coming up, say hello on Instagram    
@artemmink or at www.artemmink.com.
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Abby Velie ‘12
Abby was commissioned from George Washington 
University as a Second Lieutenant in the U.S. 
Army in May 2016. She graduated from the Field 
Artillery Basic Officer Leadership Course and 
Airborne School in February 2017. She is stationed 
at Fort Richardson, AL.

Zev has participated in three major film scoring 
workshops in New York City, NY: the ASCAP/
Columbia University Film Scoring Workshop, the 
NYU/BMI TV Scoring Workshop, and the NYU Film 
Scoring Workshop. The first of these at Columbia 
resulted in a collaboration with a graduate film 
student on a short film called Absent, which had a 
score professionally recorded at Reservoir Studios 
and was the opening film of this year’s Columbia 
University Film Festival at Lincoln Center. Because 
of his participation in the Columbia Workshop, Zev 
will be featured in ASCAP's Composer Spotlight as 
a “Composer to Watch” in the fall.

Zev Burrows ‘12

When members of the Class of 1966 gathered at 
the Greenway Rise Campus to celebrate their 50th 
Reunion in spring 2016, they began to plan a class gift 
to St. Anne’s-Belfield School. This gift benefits the 
School, celebrates the 1966 St. Anne’s graduates, and 
memorializes class members no longer with us. 

After much discussion, it was decided to fund a 
walkway restoration. Former senior class president 
Susan Smith Haberly ‘66 took the lead, doing months 
of investigation, cost estimates, site planning, and 
shopping for materials. The class all agreed that the 
path needed to be placed so that it would be seen and 
used, but deciding exactly where that location might be 
was more complicated.  

Eventually, the class decided to replace part of the 
ragged soapstone path leading from the guest parking 
lot to Lee-DuVal Hall. A bluestone walkway, incised 
with the names of the St. Anne’s Class of 1966, now 
provides both an attractive and safe pathway for 
visitors and students passing by.   

Thank you to the Class of 1966!

Class of 1966 Gift Honors 
Graduates, Restores Sidewalk on 
Greenway Rise Campus

Susan Smith Haberly ‘66, Diana Murphy Drake ‘66, and Jean Sandusky 
Debrot ‘66 gather to view the newly installed sidewalk and dedication for 
the Class of 1966.

Peter Hartwig ‘12
Peter graduated from the University of Virginia in 
2016, and will begin an M.Phil. at Cambridge University 
Divinity Faculty in the United Kingdom in October.
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Sarah Bridgeforth Archer ‘65 passed away on the 
afternoon of July 21 in Alaska, where she had spent the last 
portion of her life. She was the class president three of her 
four high school years at St. Anne’s, and she was elected 
to the May Court. Although she admired Pam Malone, her 
favorite subject was Latin with Maude Dugan. She also 
enjoyed biology with Anita Sanders and math with Frances 
Hankins. Always vivacious and a bit rebellious, Sally was 
truly interested in others. First graduating from Hollins 
College, Sally was 30 when she went to the Medical College 
of Virginia to specialize in obstetrics and gynecology. She 
moved to Minneapolis with her husband, Vance Gellert, 
and her son Carl, who had been born while she was still in 
medical school. After many years as an assistant professor 
of medicine at the University of Minnesota, Sarah migrated 
north to Alaska, where she developed a love for the 
outdoors and rediscovered her dedication to healing. She is 
survived by her son Carl and her brothers Bill and Gordon.

Howard Woelfert Blauvelt, former board member, died 
peacefully at age 100 in Fulshear, TX this year. A native 
New Yorker, he graduated from Yale University and 
received his master’s from the Columbia Graduate School 
of Business Administration before serving his country 
as a Lt. j.g. in the South Pacific Theater of Operations 
during World War II. Following his discharge, he resumed 
his career in finance. Thus began a 27-year career with 
CONOCO, leading to his promotion to chairman and CEO. 
He retired and moved his family to Charlottesville in 1979. 
From there he served as consultant and corporate director 
of several companies. Howard became a member of the 
Board of Trustees of St. Anne’s-Belfield in 1991 and served 
as chairman from 1994 - 1997 before moving to Texas. 
During his tenure, the School benefited by his generosity. 
He is survived by his wife, Mary Cassity Blauvelt, his son 
Bryan ’97, his daughter Margaret Wadds, and their families.

Lucy Colcock Claiborne ‘45 died at age 91 on July 24. 
After graduating from Lane High School, Lucy studied at 
Moore College of Art and Fashion and went on to become 
a fashion illustrator in New York City. When she and her 
husband, William, retired to Charlottesville, they joined 
the BoArt Community of Artists Gallery. Lucy  took up 
plein air painting and continued to sketch, even while she 
struggled with Alzheimer’s Disease.

Margaret Ashley Kennon Colmenares ‘42 died on Jan. 
31 at age 91 following a recent heart attack. Margaret was 
active in the drama club and as the art editor of Via Viridis, 

the new School newspaper, while at St. Anne’s. She was 
known for her dry wit and frank perspective throughout 
her life. After graduating, Margaret earned her Bachelor of 
Science from the University of Virginia and had a 22-year 
career as a research biologist at the University of Texas 
Dental Branch. Margaret was an avid and accomplished 
horsewoman. Just as she had loved the Virginia 
countryside, she came to value the vistas of the desert 
southwest, where she became a dedicated gardener. She is 
survived by her husband Emil and seven step-children.

Mary Sue McCormick Hockman, former staff, died 
on June 15 at age 87. After studying education at James 
Madison College and teaching in Stuarts Draft, she worked 
for 25 years as secretary to the principals. She arrived at St. 
Anne’s-Belfield to take over the position held by Margaret 
Grove. Sue remained guardian of the academic office from 
1990 - 1998, handling tasks as mundane as the student 
sign-out book and as significant as maintaining academic 
records. Her prickly demeanor belied her caring nature. 
Sue was an effective gatekeeper and firmly, but kindly, 
saw that those who entered toed the line, so things ran 
smoothly while she was in charge. Sue is survived by her 
two sisters and three daughters and their families.   

Jean Serafin Meriwether, former faculty, passed on May 
28. She began her 45-year teaching career as a newlywed 
here at the School in 1970. Even though she taught biology 
and eighth grade science for only one year, she quickly 
became a star and was sorely missed by students and 
faculty alike when she moved away. She was educated at 
Emory University – one of the first women to be admitted 
to the Emory Ph.D. program in biology. Jean went on to 
become prominent in her field, serving as a College Board 
Consultant and reader for 25 years and winning, among 
other things, the Werner Schultz Award for contributions 
to science education. She is survived by her husband, 
David, and their two sons.

William Warner Wood ‘81 passed away on April 19.  After 
attending elementary school at St. Anne’s-Belfield in the 
years of the merger, William graduated from Western 
Albemarle and then the Chapman’s School of Seamanship 
in Florida. Camping and sailing in the Caribbean and 
Virgin Island waters remained his passions, and he loved 
doing both with his wife, Anna, and their two labs. He is 
survived by his parents Mickie and David, three sisters, 
Beverly ‘69, Peggy ‘73, and Colston ‘80, brother David ‘75, 
and their families. 

In Memoriam



Thank you to an amazing community for all your support of our 
students and teachers this year.  

We are especially grateful to our many volunteers, partners, friends, 
and the nearly 1,200 donors who provided more than $1.43 million to 
our Annual Fund and almost $5 million in new commitments to the 

Raise We Our Voices for Access and Excellence campaign.  

You make a tremendous difference in so many ways!
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Join us on campus this year!

For more events, visit www.stab.org/calendar

Address Service Requested

Sept. 1: Convocation
Oct. 2: Inspiration Speaks

Oct. 20: Fall Family Picnic

Dec. 15: Lessons & Carols
April 27 - 29: Alumni Weekend

June 1: Commencement 


