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Do we understand the power of silence? Silence tells how helpless we are when it comes to controlling our time. 
Neglecting the subjects of our actions, time ignores all of us and moves forward. As time has progressed, from the 
Stone Age to the present, our standard of living has increased dramatically. Comparing with the old ages, today we live 
like kings and queens. But the increase in material goods does not satisfy our intrinsic curiosity and intellectual needs.  
 
I used to think that school changes people, but I soon realized that the only thing that can change you, the only person 
that decides for your future, is the person you see reflected when you turn your screens off. Knowledge is power. It’s 
not the power that keeps your cell phones alive; it’s actually stronger than that - knowledge gives you the power to 
define. With knowledge, you define silence; with knowledge, you define time; with knowledge, you have the freedom 
to define freedom.  
 
The world has changed since we were born: now we can connect with anyone on this planet using the small device that 
sits in our pockets; now many of us travel to other parts of the world just to receive the finest education. But along 
with globalization, marketization is infiltrating more and more realms. As much as how enriching school has become, it 
is also becoming more involved with the financial world. However, as long as credentialism remains exuberant, the 
traditional education will never die. To learn from the past, to live in the present, and to prepare for the future, if these 
are not the sole purposes of education, then I should use our founding headmistress Mary DuVal’s words: strong in 
body, broad of mind, tender of heart, and responsive in soul. To me, it helps us making the choice between what is right 
and what is easy, because at the end, it is not our abilities that define who we truly are, it is our choices that we made. 
Surely, when St. Anne’s-Belfield School was established over a hundred years ago, people found a new place for their 
intellectual curiosity where they enhanced their power to define.  
 
So now the question is: what can we define next? Well, it’s not me who defines the school year ahead. It’s not the 
Class of 2019 either. It’s all of us, students, parents, and faculties. Today, I define the Convocation speech of 2018, 
tomorrow and the rest of the school year, we shall define St. Anne’s-Belfield School from August 2018 to June 2019. 
Remember, one has to use the verb of “being” in order to define. We love defining things, that’s why we are human 
beings. But simply using the words “to be” is not enough, because “to be” is a verb. Therefore it is our actions that 
define us, not just language. 
 
What are you waiting for? Excuse me, what are WE waiting for? Let us define the world! 


