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What is the responsibility of an independent 
school today? Are we preparing our students well?
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In 2011, EdTech expert and then-Duke University professor Cathy Davidson 
estimated that more than 65 percent of children entering elementary school would 
eventually do work that hasn’t been invented yet. For many parents and educators, 
this was an alarming statistic. For others it was inspiring. “How do we best prepare 
our students for the future?” became a question that brought with it the idea, more 
deeply felt than ever before, that we have no way of knowing what that future will 
hold for our children.

If you asked 100 different people this question, you would likely receive 100 different 
answers. Today, a Google search on the topic yields more than 80 million results, 
with opinions from newspaper columnists, educators, entrepreneurs, and more. Soft 
skills, vocational skills, technological skills, even the ability to work in an environment 
of artificial intelligence are all cited as necessities for the future, but the reality is that 
these are all hypotheses. Our constantly changing world, with myriad advances made 
by the day, means that we cannot truly know what the future will look like and what 
our students will need to best navigate it. 

Or do we?

While we may have no way of knowing the details of the world we will live in 20, 50, 
or 75 years, we do know that our children will need to collaborate with others, solve 
problems, formulate questions and seek answers, and digest and use information 
that may come to them every hour of their days in many different forms. We know 
that they will need to persevere through challenges, be resilient after failures, and 
have confidence in their decisions.

As educators, we keep these goals in mind as we create courses and detail lesson 
plans, but how successful we are ultimately depends upon the lives realized by 
our students. In this issue of Perspectives, we decided to go to the sources to find 
out if their education here does indeed prepare our students' futures. From class 
surveys to individual profiles, we sought a broad cross-section of our community, 
asking current and past students, parents, and faculty simply if they/our students are 
prepared for what awaits them after St. Anne’s-Belfield. We were delighted by the 
many enthusiastic replies and diverse stories that they enjoyed sharing, and hope you 
will be as well.
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 MCCULLOUGH ‘08 OVERSEES NBC OLYMPIC LOGISTICS 
When Andrew McCullough ‘08 
graduated from St. Anne’s-Belfield 
School, he knew he wanted to study 
business, but didn't feel he'd really 
found his niche until he took his first 
Supply Chain Management course at 
University of Maryland, College Park.

“Supply Chain was something I never 
thought about, but it affects every part 
of our life, especially in the business 
world,” said McCullough.

After gaining experience in logistics 
within the auto industry, McCullough 
took a job as manager of technical 
logistics with NBC Sports in 2016.

“I was yearning to move back to the 
East Coast and find a position that 
would allow me to travel and work 
abroad and be around sports. I saw a 
posting for NBC Olympics and thought 
‘Yes, NBC would have logistical needs 
to get their equipment to the Olympic 
cities to broadcast.’ Little did I know 
exactly how much equipment and gear 
was needed to produce the two weeks 
of Olympic programming!”

McCullough arrived in Rio in July 
2016, taking on transportation 
responsibilities for company 
equipment. 

“I coordinated the transport of 102 
forty-foot ocean containers, 120,000 
pounds of air freight, and nine 
Television Broadcast Vehicles the size 
of full tractor trailers into Brazil,” 
McCullough noted.

Cameras and vehicles are just the 
beginning of what McCullough’s team 
transported. In practical terms, they 
built an entire new office and multiple 
TV sets at different venues, including 
the Today Show set on Copacabana 
Beach. 

McCullough describes his Olympic 
experience as unforgettable, with too 
many memorable moments to count.

“It's hard to pinpoint one single 
event or moment that has been most 
memorable for me,” said McCullough.  
“I was present to see Michael Phelps 
and Katie Ledecky win multiple gold 
medals in the pool. I was at Olympic 
Stadium when Usain Bolt defended his 
title as the fastest man on the planet.”

For McCullough, a great deal of 
his professional success began at 
St. Anne’s-Belfield. He describes 
the School as the perfect size, just 
large enough to generate healthy 
competition among students, but 
small enough for students to stand 

out and be supported in stepping 
outside of their comfort zones. He 
remembers vividly the success and 
sometimes failure that accompanied 
public speaking during class elections, 
academic presentations, and 
participating on sports teams.

“I believe that my success is due to 
working hard, respecting my superiors 
and coworkers, asking questions, 
not blending into the crowd, making 
myself visible and memorable to 
upper management and executives, 
putting myself in a position to be 
tapped for special projects and new 
opportunities, and having a little bit of 
luck.”

Last spring, Upper School students in Mr. Pearce Johnson’s  
and Ms. Erica Bartos’ Advanced Seminar: Environmental 
Studies and Research course found a site of the federally 
endangered species James River spinymussel (Pleurobema 
collina) in Rocky Creek, in the White Hall area of Albemarle 
County.

Throughout the fall, current course students participated in 
an ongoing research project with the Virginia Department of 

Inland Game and Fisheries. 

So far, two surveys have been completed in a hundred meter 
sample site of the creek. Results of the surveys include: 24 
James River Spinymussel (federally endangered) P. collina; 
22 Rainbow mussel (threatened) V. constricta; and two 
Creeper mussel S. undulatus. They also recaptured JRSM 
Tag # Blue F177 dead from predation and V. constricta Tag # 
Blue F197 alive. 

 ENVIRONMENTAL STATS STUDENTS CONTINUE 
SPINYMUSSEL SURVEYS 

Andrew McCullough ‘08 at the 2016 Olympic 
Opening Ceremony.
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Our View
Don’t miss our array of videos from this fall and winter’s events and campus happenings.

Cooking Quest: Pickling Local Produce
vimeo.com/stab365/cookingquest

Learning Village: A New Perspective
vimeo.com/stab365/learningvillage

Greenway Rise: A New Perspective
vimeo.com/stab365/greenwayrisecampus

See the rest of our videos at www.vimeo.com/stab365

http://vimeo.com/stab365/cookingquest
http://vimeo.com/stab365/learningvillage
http://vimeo.com/stab365/cookingquest
http://vimeo.com/stab365/learningvillage
http://vimeo.com/stab365/greenwayrisecampus
http://vimeo.com/stab365/greenwayrisecampus
http://www.vimeo.com/stab365
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Anna Zhong 
FINDS HERSELF ON UPPER SCHOOL STAGE

Anna Zhong ‘19 wasn’t sure what she liked until she started to 
explore the arts through singing and acting. 

Anna Zhong ‘19 hasn’t always been a performing 
artist. Prior to starting in the Upper School, she 
didn’t quite know who she was. 

Zhong joined the St. Anne’s-Belfield community 
in grade seven, moving to the area from Northern 
Virginia.

“From middle school to here, it's been a big 
difference for me,” said Zhong. “I pretty much 
spent my time at the mall or with my friends 
every day, but here, I really get to know what I’m 
interested in and really want to devote myself to. 
Back there, it was just playing.”

Now, Zhong participates in a range of artistic 
extracurriculars, from the TrebleMakers a 
cappella group to photography to acting and 
singing in theatre productions like As You Like It 
this fall and the winter musical. 

“I actually didn’t know I was that good at 
performing arts before I came here. After I joined 
the a cappella group last year, I got to explore a 
new field I hadn’t tried before. It’s exciting for 
me,” Zhong noted.

An only child originally from Shenzhen, China, 
Zhong lives on dorm during the academic year, 
traveling home to her parents over long breaks.  
She also enjoys visiting her aunt and uncle who 
live in Virginia. 

“I love that city. Shenzhen is actually becoming 

one of the bigger cities in China right now, and I 
feel like the air is very fresh,” Zhong said. 

Zhong also enjoys traveling with her parents 
around the world, her favorite vacation being a 
trip to the Maltese Islands they took a few years 
ago. 

Besides the performing arts, Zhong is excited 
about school, including taking classes like 
chemistry. 
“I like chemistry. I have Mrs. Van Liew as my 
teacher, and it's a hard class, but it’s really fun,” 
said Zhong. “She’s a great teacher and I enjoy her 
class. I love  challenges, and taking chemistry 
challenges me.”

With her range of interests, she’s not quite sure 
yet where she wants to go after graduating from 
the School in 2019. 

“I worked in senior centers in Shenzhen this 
summer, I like taking care of them. I don’t really 
know what I’m going to be when I grow up. But 
right now I’m really passionate about performing 
arts, so maybe theatre or acting,” Zhong noted 
about her future.

For now, Zhong plans to continue enjoying the 
School and exploring her passions. 

“I have a lot of freedom to do what I want. I get to 
decide what I really like,” said Zhong.

By Rachel Balsley
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Jan Scott 
EXPLORED THE WORLD AS HER SECOND CAREER

I always had a dream to work for 
the Foreign Service, but I was 
clueless on how to reach that goal.  
I graduated from St. Anne’s in 1968, 
and it took me over 30 more years 
to obtain my next degree! It was 
a transitional time in American 
social history, and I chose the route 
to the “MRS degree” first.

I did not perform to my ability at 
St. Anne’s, and I believe the School 
was hoping I would turn out to be 
a productive, honest graduate and 
have a good, healthy life. Years 
later, I believe I shocked even Ms. 
Pamela Malone from St. Anne’s. 

During my career as a stay-at-
home mother, I had always been a 
political activist and eventually had 
the opportunity to take a position 
with a member of Congress. While 
in this role for 20 years, I also had 
the opportunity to take a sabbatical 
and work for the Bush-Cheney 2000 
presidential campaign, meeting 
many who would ultimately be in 
the administration. This served as 
my introduction into the world of 
diplomacy.

At age 53, I sat for the Foreign 
Service written and oral exams and 
passed. I am proof that you can 
have a second career later in life. 

My first posting was to Copenhagen 

to work with the ambassador. 
I must have had a magic wand 
floating over my head for the next 
12 years, because I received every 
post I wanted. I lived and worked 
in Washington, D.C.; Beijing and 
Guangzhou, China; Dili, Timor-
Leste; Vientiane, Laos; Baghdad, 
Iraq; and finally London, U.K. It 
was an incredible way to see the 
world and become multi-cultural.

Speaking is a natural barrier in 
the countries in which you work, 
but diplomacy also has a special 
language.  Between every post, you 
attend the George Schultz Foreign 
Service Institute in Washington. 
It's a small campus, the curricula 
ranging from language and history 
to classes on diplomacy. Probably 
the hardest class was six hours 
of Mandarin every day for three 
months.

I was not a gifted writer, but over 
time bolts of lightning would 
flash through my gray matter, 
and I would remember the things 
I should have grasped in Ms. 
Malone’s history class years before. 
Along with a strict grammarian 
and assistance over the years from 
former classmate Elise Amory 
Miller ‘68, I was polished into a 
pretty good writer. When you are 
writing reporting cables at State, 
you learn quickly how to be concise 

with all the bits of information in 
the cable.

I have incredible memories of 
my career in the Foreign Service. 
The State Department has 
approximately 15,000 employees, 
but only about a third of them are 
members of the Foreign Service, 
the smallest agency in the U.S. 
government. I felt privileged to be 
one of those 5,000. My memories 
are so vast, all my postings had 
unbelievable remembrances. 
Working on presidential and 
secretary of state visits and 
parliaments in every country are 
wonderful standouts.

I cherish my time at St. Anne’s and 
have been faithful in keeping my 
ties to the School close. I contribute 
to the Annual Fund and have a 
close group of friends from the 
School with whom I am in touch 
constantly. I even flew from China 
to Charlottesville for the School's 
100th anniversary year celebration. 
I have recently been asked to sit on 
the Alumni Board, so I look forward 
to strengthening ties even tighter.

My parents instilled a stable family 
life and St. Anne’s deepened those 
values. Academically, I wish I could 
have a re-do, but all-in-all I would 
not change anything else.

By Jan Scott ‘68

Jan Scott ‘68 spent much of her life as a homemaker until she 
became a foreign diplomat and traveled the globe.

"
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I was not a gifted writer, but over time 
bolts of lightning would flash through 
my gray matter, and I would remember 
the things I should have grasped in Ms. 
Malone’s history class years before.

"

"

Above: Jan Scott ‘68 (top left) and fellow St. Anne's alumnae Judy Tremain Webb ‘68, Elise Amory Miller ‘68, Kim Goodloe Rochow ‘68, Julie 
Berne Speasmaker ‘68, and Elizabeth Toy Chadwick ‘68. Jan Scott in a helicopter at the U.S. Embassy in Baghdad (bottom left), and in daily gear 
used in Iraq (bottom right). 
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Outdoor Chapel
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Our Traditions
Some of the fondest memories made at St. Anne’s-Belfield are at the School’s beloved traditional fall  

and winter events, including Convocation, Fall Family Picnic, Outdoor Chapel, and much more. 

Pre-School Festival of the Leaves Silver Lining Blood Drive

Lessons & Carols

Convocation Fall Family Picnic

See more of this fall & winter traditions:
www.stabphotos.smugmug.com

http://www.stabphotos.smugmug.com
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Are they

Class of 1998
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In an ever-changing world of technology, competition, 
and advancement, how are schools coping with their 
responsibilities to prepare their students? Have our students 
felt prepared? These are just a few questions the School 
constantly discusses. Current faculty, alumni, a parent 
and university dean, and a current student explore how we 
prepare students and what that means today. 

prepared?
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The Administrator

One of the great pleasures of teaching at St. Anne’s-Belfield 
is seeing how often our alumni return to connect with 
faculty and current students, especially in the winter when 
so many graduates are home from college. Just last week, 
I caught up with a former student who came by to see as 
many teachers as she could. When I asked her how she was 
faring in college, she offered: “I have been so well prepared 
for my classes and so much better off than so many of the 
other college students I know. It’s funny how often I think 
about ‘body, mind, heart, soul’ — that really stays with you. 
I definitely learned how to think and ask the right questions 
here, and those skills have allowed me to do well in my 
classes, but I also learned stamina and how to balance my 
time, and that has given me the chance to really enjoy the 
rest of my time too.”

It’s a similar refrain, and the faculty hear it often in 
conversations with alumni. Recently, a student who had 
just finished his first semester in college wrote: “I cannot 
thank St. Anne’s-Belfield enough for everything you all 
did to prepare me for college. I had almost no transition 
period in acclimating to college.... From the first day, I 
noticed STAB’s influence everywhere in my new collegiate 
academic life. American Studies gave me the mindset to 
engage with 100+ page readings of Eliot, Ovid, Smith, and 
Marx.... [My mathematics classes] taught me to think deeply, 
critically, and creatively about the underlying principles 
of mathematics, an invaluable skill in a math class where 
memorization is the bare minimum and computation is 
nonexistent.... I see the skills the School ingrained in me as 
a student ever-present no matter what I study, constantly 
supporting me in an environment where I might otherwise 
be overwhelmed by demanding expectations.”

So much of our current program seems like fertile ground 
for developing the skills necessary for the next steps in our 
students’ lives. A curriculum that is appropriately rigorous 
asks students to balance their academic work with a rich 
extracurricular program, and each gives them both choice 
and accountability. The longer classes of our schedule ask 
and allow our students to delve more deeply into their 
subjects and their thinking, and students recognize the 
importance of their capacity for sustained focus in their 
future classes and careers. Finally, the secret to the success 
of St. Anne’s-Belfield students is really no secret at all: 
relationships with faculty. After a high school career spent 
working so closely with teachers, advisors, coaches, and 
mentors, approaching and working closely with professors 
seems only natural. As natural, it seems, as returning to St. 
Anne’s-Belfield.

- Peter Quagliaroli, Head of the Upper School

The Alumna 

On the first day of seventh grade, my American History 
teacher Alan Swanson gave us a pop quiz on the reading 
he had assigned for homework. I had skimmed it, reading 
the headings and topic sentences of each paragraph, but 
only knew the answers to three of the 10 quiz questions.  
“Failing to prepare,” he said, “is preparing to fail.” Point 
taken. 

For the rest of the year, I read every assignment and 
memorized several presidential addresses.  My quiz grades 
improved. What Mr. Swanson hadn’t told us on the first 
day was how much easier it would be to study for a test 
after engaging with the material throughout the semester, 
rather than trying to catch up at test time. That lesson 
served me well during my time at St. Anne’s-Belfield and 
was invaluable when I reached law school, where an entire 
course grade is based on one final exam. 
 
For most St. Anne’s-Belfield students, middle and high 
school involve several extracurricular activities. I played 
field hockey in the fall and lacrosse in the spring. Both 
teams practiced every weekday afternoon with games twice 
a week, often on the road. Every adult in my life expected 
that I could fully comply with my responsibilities in the 
classroom and on the field: academic deadlines were firm, 
and I assure you that Coach Mary Blake never suggested 
that her players might skip practice or a game in order to 
complete an assignment.  

Juggling school and sports required disciplined scheduling 
and forced me to plan ahead — skills that I took for 
granted until I entered the workforce. Almost every job 
I’ve had has required balancing competing priorities and 
managing long- and short-term deadlines. The challenges 
of those positions left little time to learn organization 
and efficiency on the job. I have always credited my time 
at St. Anne’s-Belfield — and especially my experience as 
a student-athlete — for preparing me to succeed in those 
demanding environments. 

Time management isn’t just about completing what has to 
get done.  It’s also about making time for what you want to 
do. Exclusive focus on work might be a way to succeed, but 
it is not a way to live. My years at the School were rewarding 
beyond measure due to the combination of intellectual 
rigor, athletic competition, and deep friendships. Thanks 
to the skills and lessons learned as a St. Anne’s-Belfield 
student, the subsequent stages of my life have been equally 
full.

- Porter Wilkinson ‘98, Chief of Staff, Smithsonian Board 
  of Regents
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The Parent & University Dean

It’s true, there are a number of schools doing a poor job of preparing 
students academically for the challenges and rigors of college, 
and there are a lot of areas that can be improved. But it’s a thorny 
problem because, more often than not, the resources that families and 
communities have available affect the degree to which students are 
academically prepared. There are also intangibles that are important to 
collegiate preparation, including the ability of students to advocate for 
themselves, particularly once they’ve left their family and caregivers’ 
homes, and to know how to appropriately speak with adults, faculty 
members, to take their perspectives and frame their needs in light of 
what a faculty member or staff person would value. 

There are some relatively simple interventions that have been found to 
close the gap in GPAs between first generation college-goers and those 
whose family members have been in college before. The interventions 
really have to do with creating vivid scenarios with other students, 
including the ways in which they have managed through feeling 
overwhelmed but then seeking academic resources, study skills, and 
organizational resources. When students can see the path forward and 
that others have availed themselves of it, the GPA disparities go away. 

Encouraging students not to be afraid to ask for help is huge. Even 
the most academically gifted, hardworking students — perhaps 
particularly those — may not want other students or teachers to 
know they are struggling. But if asking for help becomes part of the 
education process, students know that when you hit a roadblock, you 
ask for help, and then your ability to persist is what you get credit for 
in the end.

Another really important aspect of preparation that high schools can 
help with is preparing students to work and live with people perceived 
as being different from them. Some school contexts create that more 
naturally because there is a greater array of visible diversity, but 
even so, students are not really forced to bridge differences. Schools 
can help develop curiosity, positive intent, and willingness to ask 
questions. Even the most well-meaning students may be terrified that 
they are going to offend their peers. They have questions about things 
outside of their experience bases that they are afraid to ask because 
the way they phrase it might be perceived as offensive. If schools can 
help children understand ways to ask a question that signals positive 
intent, that would serve them very well. 

As students step into college environments, they are going to 
encounter people that have different experiential, socioeconomics, 
family, religions, and cultural backgrounds. Helping them navigate 
difficult conversations can be invaluable for their futures, and could 
help reduce the overall discomfort.

- Melissa Thomas-Hunt, Current Parent and Senior Associate Dean 
  & Global Chief Diversity Officer, University of Virginia Darden 
  School of Business

As told to Rachel Balsley

Tackling Similar Issues 
on a National Scale:
Dr. Madeline Levine 

Speaks to Community
On Nov. 1, New York Times best-
selleing author Dr. Madeline Levine 
visited campus as one of this year’s 
Inspiration Speaks presenters, 
discussing her new book Teach Your 
Children Well: Parenting for Authentic 
Success. 

During the presentation and a special 
luncheon, Dr. Levine and grade 8 - 12 
students, parents, and community 
members discussed the importance of 
how we define success, the pressures 
kids are under today, and much more. 
Teach Your Children Well serves as 
a toolbox for parents, providing 
information, relevant research, and 
a series of exercises to help parents 
clarify a definition of success that is in 
line with their own values, as well as 
their children's interests and abilities. 
St. Anne’s-Belfield is dedicated to 
continuing the conversation and 
striving to prepare students well for 
college and life beyond. 

Dr. Madeline Levine

INSPIRATION SPEAKS



16  –  PERSPECTIVES  |  Winter 2016 - 2017

Graduating 
from St. Anne’s-
Belfield, I left 
knowing that 
whatever came 
my way in college 
was something I 
could handle. 

"

"- Emily Burleson ‘16

The College Counselor & Current Student

Conversation is at the core of our work in College Counseling. 
We ask questions, we listen, we share ideas, and when needed, 
we nudge and challenge. The college process asks students to 
identify how their interests and talents have merged with their 
ever-expanding skill set, highlighting their readiness for the 
independence and self-advocacy that college – and life after 
college – will require. 

While reflecting on his months spent writing essays and 
completing applications, Reid Pritchard ‘17 stated, “I never felt 
lost.” Pritchard’s confidence navigating his way through the 
college search process mirrors the challenges he encountered last 
summer during a National Outdoor Leadership School (NOLS) 
course when he and 13 others had to find their way through the 
Lemhi Mountains of Idaho.

The river was decidedly too deep to wade. The chance of someone falling 
was high, so crossing the river was not worth the risk. We were forced to 
hike alongside the river for miles, climbing over rocks and through thick 
deadfall and scree-covered hills as we carved our own trail, adding an 
additional seven hours of hard hiking to our journey.   

Pritchard compares his experiential learning in the back country 
with his classroom experiences.

My NOLS trip highlighted the lessons and skills learned while attending 
St. Anne’s-Belfield: problem-solving, perseverance, and grit. Through 
classroom projects over the years, most notably in computer science, I 
have gained confidence in my ability to tackle any problem. Academic 
struggles led me to realize the importance of meeting with teachers and 
asking for help, though I was afraid that seeking help would somehow 
compromise my individuality. It did not. I’ve also learned to power-
through setbacks or failures, and in so doing, came to care about my 
own learning and take pride in my work.  

Through the lens of the college search process, a process that 
blends academic preparation, extra-curricular pursuits, and 
individual interests with real-world expectations and deadlines, 
students have the opportunity to view their high school years as 
a whole. Though some students might feel their academic work 
is completely separate from their athletic and artistic endeavors, 
and how they choose to spend their free time, they come to realize 
that all of their experiences are interconnected. Everything 
matters when moving toward adulthood and independence. 

Much like Reid’s experiences at St. Anne’s-Belfield and in the 
mountains of Idaho, carving our own paths is hard work; it is also 
an essential part of growing up, even when choices lead to mishaps, 
missteps, and wrong turns.  Conversation is the counterbalance, 
and as Pritchard can attest, those conversations, along with a St. 
Anne’s-Belfield education, keep you from ever feeling lost. 

- Ann Wicks, College Counselor
  Reid Pritchard ‘17
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The College Freshman

My high school years were full of mistakes. 

I failed at everything I attempted, sometimes 
more than once. But one of the most wonderful 
things about being a student at St. Anne’s-Belfield 
School was that failure was not viewed as a bad 
thing, but as a step closer to success. Teachers who 
saw me struggling would sit down and help me 
work through practice problems and homework 
until I could do them on my own. Coaches would 
stay after practice and teach me mechanics until I 
was a master. St. Anne’s-Belfield truly taught me 
that failure should never be seen with a negative 
connotation, and that is something I will carry 
with me for the rest of my life. 

Being a first generation college student, I wish I 
could have had more insight to what college life 
actually looked like. I felt like I was unprepared 
and was worried that maybe St. Anne’s-Belfield 
had not helped me prepare to live on my own. But, 
with all the free time and responsibilities I had as 
a high schooler, I learned how to use a planner, 
manage my time, and keep track of my academic 
and social lives. These skills were not only taught, 
but expected, and have been more beneficial 
to me than I could have imagined. Some of my 
college peers are just learning to check their email 
and write down their homework. They struggle 
with time management and attention to detail 
because their high school did not demand as 
much as St. Anne’s-Belfield did. While some days 
I did not appreciate making tedious timelines and 
footnotes, I am thankful because now it comes 
naturally. 

Graduating from St. Anne’s-Belfield, I left 
knowing that whatever came my way in college 
I could handle. I had such a diverse variety of 
activities, friends, and experiences at the School 
during my four years. 

I felt prepared academically, because of my 
teachers, friends, and the resources available. I was 
given a lot of opportunities such as internships, 
jobs, and connections in the Upper School, which 
made me feel prepared for the more independent 
lifestyle I was about to experience. I knew I had 
such a supportive group of people who cared about 
me if I ever needed anything. St. Anne’s-Belfield 
has proven to me that I was more prepared for 
college than I could have ever known. 

- Emily Burleson ‘16, Longwood University student
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Get live game coverage and find out when STAB Broadcasting is on:
www.twitter.com/STABbroadcast

www

http://www.twitter.com/STABbroadcast
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The Man Behind the 
MICROPHONE

After announcing games for St. Anne’s-Belfield 
School athletics since grade eight, Russ Beisswanger 
‘18 has become one of the most recognizable voices 
on campus. 

With his polite, raspy tone, Beisswanger smoothly 
delivers play-by-play announcements and witty 
phrases that captivate listeners. 

He’s always been a sports guy, growing up 
as a fan of the New York Giants and 
New York Yankees, and recently 
delving into the world of sports 
broadcasting. Beisswanger's 
announcing career began 
in grade eight after he was 
cut from the basketball 
team. He quickly built up 
his announcing resume, 
starting with grades seven 
and eight basketball, and then 
transitioning to Boys’ Varsity 
Basketball and then Boys’ 
Varsity Football. This past year, 
however, Beisswanger took on his 
most ambitious project yet – starting the 
STAB Broadcasting Network.

In the summer 2016, Beisswanger, with the help 
of the School, launched the network intended 
to provided play-by-play and color broadcasting 
for certain away varsity games. In fall 2016, every 
Varsity Football away game was broadcast live with 
Beisswanger offering full play-by-play analysis. 

Through this, Beisswanger has become the voice 
of St. Anne’s-Belfield athletics, a role he fully 
embraces. In fact, one of the reasons he started the 
network was because he wanted to give a “voice 
to the School,” and to “spread the message of his 
classmates.” 

Listening to just one broadcast, it’s easy to see the 
passion and joy Beisswanger has for announcing, 
broadcasting, and sports in general. He supplies a 
wealth of phrases and terms so the call doesn’t get 
boring, and excitement emanates from his normally 
gentile and subdued demeanor. 

A few of his favorite phrases used in the fall were, 
“Alexander the Great expands the end zone empire!” 

(referring to running back Jalen Alexander), 
and the receiver “could have done his 

homework under that pass” after a 
long throw for a touchdown. 

While Beisswanger may seem 
like a natural, and many of his 
phrases do come to him in 
the moment, he says it does 
take some practice. 

In the summer 2016, 
Beisswanger attended the 

Bruce Beck & Ian Eagle Sports 
Broadcasting Camp. Run by 

two veteran CBS Sports New York 
broadcasters on the grounds of Montclair 

State University, the camp gives instruction in 
on-camera work, interviews, play-by-play, and 
public address announcing, among others. While 
instructions and classes are great, Beisswanger says 
there is no substitute for announcing on an actual 
live broadcast. 

He hopes that when he graduates, the STAB 
Broadcasting Network will continue to grow and 
advance. As for his own future, he says he’d love to 
continue broadcasting into college and beyond, but 
isn’t counting anything out. One thing is for sure 
though, he’s already left his mark on the School.

Russ Beisswanger ‘18 created his own role in athletics 
through sports broadcasting.

By Jacob Stoner ‘11

"Alexander the 
Great expands 
the end zone 

empire!"
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Our Arts
Arts at St. Anne’s-Belfield School cultivate creativity at every age in every way. Here are some highlights 
from the fall and winter art activities. 

Grade 5 Orchestra Upper School’s As You Like It

Grades 2 & 3 Winter Music Celebration

“Branching Out” Intensive Grades 5 - 8’s Much Ado About Nothing

Get more of our fall & winter arts:
www.stabphotos.smugmug.com

Learn about our arts program and events:
www.stab.org/arts

www

http://www.stabphotos.smugmug.com
http://www.stab.org/arts
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Wearable Art Runway Show
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Being a freshman is not always easy. As the newest high school 
student, it can feel overwhelming and daunting. 

But this year’s freshman class is confident in who they are and 
each other, and has lofty goals moving forward.

“I want us to be remembered as a very welcoming class to 
new students, a class that learns from their mistakes, and that 
made a positive change on the school,” said Will Johnston ‘20 
in a survey given to just their grade. 

Others want their class to be known for how inclusive and 
outgoing they are. As a racially diverse group and almost half 
of them being new to St. Anne’s-Belfield this year, they have 
made it a point to be as welcoming and open as possible. 

“Never before have we had such a large influx of talented new 
students to our Upper School, as a record 46 new students 
joined the freshman class this fall due to increased interest 
and applications,” said Bo Perriello, director of admissions 
for grades 9 - 12.

“What has struck me about the freshman class since the very 
beginning of the school year is how welcoming and inclusive 
they are. They are already such a tight-knit group that I tend 
to forget that half of the class is new to St. Anne’s-Belfield this 
year,” said Ninth Grade Dean and Upper School mathematics 
teacher Meredith Park.

They are also filled with big dreams, confidence, and high 
hopes. They wish to be visionaries, poets, artists, athletes, 
hikers, veterinarians, late night television show hosts, and 
comedians.

Members of Generation Z, these students are digital-natives 
and used to a sense of freedom, which they think fits well with 
their schedules here at St. Anne’s-Belfield School. They love 
to use Snapchat and Instagram, relax in the Commons, and do 
what most teenagers like to do: go to the movies, play sports, 
and hang out with friends and family.

They also love their School and each other. 

“I love the community at School. I can count on any one of 
my classmates," said Riley Goodwin ‘20 in the survey. “It's 
one of those things, everyone goofs around, but when its time 
to be serious or someone is in trouble, everyone is completely 
responsible.”

Members of the class, knitted together through courses, 
friendships, and activities, stand out as individuals in many 
ways. They are passionate about a range of things, from 
musicals to mac 'n cheese to holidays. 

“I love being a student here because everyone has a chance 
to do what they wish,” said Hunter Blake ‘20. “I could be in 
the musical and at the same time play squash. There are just 
so many things to do here with a really diverse community.”

20 20 Vision

64%

9%

5%

18%

1% 2%

Background

Meet this year's freshman class.

92
Freshmen

3
Countries

32
Zip codes

77
Day

15
Boarding

including from in&

By Rachel Balsley

Caucasian

African American

Latino/Hispanic

Asian

Middle Eastern

Multiracial
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through 
their eyes

Each of the above photos was submitted by one of the following members of the freshman class, representing how they see the world and the 
things they love to do: Ellen Wang, Michelle Zheng, Emma Herring, Gabe Walker, Neylan Mason, Lauren Sullivan, Sam Gruber, Bronwyn Beardsley, 
Jenna Jokl, Emma Robertson, Nicholas Reese, Riley Goodwin, Jacqueline Yang, and Addie Brewer.

Photos, answers, and quotes gathered from 68 responses to a survey given to all members of the Class of 2020.

Favorite social media:

Favorite teachers:

Favorite place on 
campus:

Describes their class as:

Mr. Klaus & Mr. Cromer

Snapchat

The Commons

DIVERSE
CLOSE

LOUD DRIVEN

SUPPORTIVE

ENERGETIC

NICE
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Dr. Margaret Cohen carries 
a serving dish with the 
remains of a funerary feast 
at the Tel Megiddo site in 
Israel, where she and her 
team are excavating an 
intact Bronze Age tomb.
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For Dr. Margaret Cohen ‘92, archeology is more than dirt and 
digging. For her, it is the bridge between teaching, language, 
history, religion, and anthropology. 

“Archaeology is a funny discipline – some archaeologists think 
of themselves as anthropologists. Some would say scientists. 
And some consider themselves historians,” Dr. Cohen said.

A graduate of Swarthmore College (‘96), Yale Divinity School 
(‘98), and Pennsylvania State University (‘13), Dr. Cohen 
currently lives in Jerusalem, Israel, as a fellow of 
the W.F. Albright Institute of Archaeological 
Research. Her career previously brought her 
to Egypt and Jordan.

“Archaeology is almost never glamorous. 
It is slow, methodical, even boring 
some days. It requires enormous 
amounts of record keeping and 
precise data collection,” noted Dr. 
Cohen. “For every ‘amazing’ museum 
quality item, there are thousands of 
hours of work in the field and in the 
lab with scraps of various artifacts and 
ecofacts.”

Beginning with Latin during her time at 
St. Anne’s-Belfield, Dr. Cohen moved on to 
studying Greek, ancient Hebrew, Akkadian, and 
other languages in college. Her language studies led to a 
shift of focus toward studying ancient cultures and eventually 
archeology. 

“I am an academic at heart, so I think I always planned to stay 
in that world, it was only a matter of narrowing down a field 
on which to focus,” said Dr. Cohen. “I suppose it was through 
much of the classical literature we read in advanced Latin 
courses with Ms. Ann Holland and Mr. Dan Breen that I first 
really confronted the study of ancient history. In fact, some of 
my work now, many years later, deals with the intersection of 
literary works and the concept of historiography in the ancient 
imagination.”

Now, nearly two decades later, she shares her various loves with 

her students and the next generation of excavators.
 
“I love teaching. Because the excavations I work on are field 
schools, I get to do a lot of teaching in unconventional settings,” 
Dr. Cohen said of her favorite part of her work. “We can and do 
teach and study archaeology, history, and anthropology in the 
classroom, but this pales in comparison to the intense, daily 
education a student receives while doing field work.”

Archeology has also made its way on campus in the form of the 
annual grade one “Ancient Pueblo” dig. Each fall, first 

graders dig in the sandboxes outside the Learning 
Village, discovering artifacts like deer bones, 

corn, stones, and more. They also were 
responsible for logging and drawing each 

of their finds, learning the discipline 
that comes along with the task. For Dr. 
Cohen, it’s important to start such 
teaching this young.

“I think it is a great model to offer young 
students … Archaeological endeavor 
requires careful and critical thinking; 

the ability to hold in one's head many, 
often conflicting, ideas simultaneously to 

solve a problem; and collaborative planning 
and execution – no one digs a site alone,” 

noted Dr. Cohen. “Excavation exercises the 
body and also exercises spatial thinking and logical 

reasoning. And it's fun.”

For any inspiring archeologists out there, Dr. Cohen offers this 
advice:

“For young people who think about archaeology as a future area 
of study or employment, I encourage them to be immersed in 
an array of diverse topics — to study history and language, to 
study anthropology and the physical sciences. To gain computer 
and technical skills. To learn modern languages of places they 
might travel. To travel. To learn to make a budget. To learn to 
cook. To watch the world around them. How buildings grow 
and collapse. How cities organize themselves. We are not so 
different from our ancient ancestors, and these are the same 
processes that archaeology seeks to recover from the past.”

Dr. Margaret Cohen
FINDS ARCHEOLOGY THROUGH LOVE OF LEARNING

Archeology brings Dr. Margaret Cohen ‘92 on adventures across the 
globe, but students are also digging up interest here on campus.

By Rachel Balsley

“Archaeological 
endeavor requires 
careful and critical 
thinking; the ability 
to hold in one's head 

many, often conflicting, 
ideas simultaneously to 

solve a problem ...”
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When we stepped on the field for 
the first preseason practice of the 
1997 season, Coach John Blake must 
have thought, “What the heck did I get 
myself into?”  

After limping off a 1 - 8 season the 
year before, only 20 or so of us 
lined up for those August two-a-
day practices, hoping for a new 
energy, direction, and life under the 
leadership of our new head coach. 
Yet, even if Coach Blake ever felt 
a twinge of doubt during that first 
year, he made us believe. Accepting 
nothing less than full sacrifice of the 
individual for the team, while also 
making sure that we had fun along 
the way, he quickly earned complete 
respect, admiration, and dedication 
from his players, leading our often 
outnumbered and out-sized team to 
a record of 8 - 1.  

After bringing home back-to-back 
state championships in the next two 
seasons, Coach Blake had clearly 
established a new chapter in the 
St. Anne’s-Belfield School football 
tradition.

While the numbers — 152 wins, 6 
state championships, 11 state finals 
appearances, close to 20 Coach 
of the Year awards, numerous 
former players who competed at 
the collegiate and professional 

levels, and more — certainly speak 
for themselves in regards to Coach 
Blake’s coaching prowess, what 
truly distinguishes him as a coach 
and mentor is his utterly selfless 
mission to teach his players what 
truly matters. 

Now, don’t get me wrong, Coach 
Blake is undoubtedly one of the 
most competitive people I’ve ever 
met, and he challenges his players 
with fiery intensity and magnetic 
enthusiasm to succeed on the 
field. Even so, nothing trumps 
the opportunity to cultivate in his 
players the qualities and values that 
will guide their lives beyond football.  

At the heart of Coach Blake’s 
teaching beats the poem “The Man 
in the Glass,” which he continues 
to read to the team before every 
game, reminding each player that 
regardless of any external praise, the 
person whose verdict counts most 
in life is the one staring back in the 
mirror. With personal accountability 
and self-respect as the foundation, 
Blake’s players develop the strength 
of character to handle success, 
failure, heartbreak, and adversity, on 
and off the field. Indeed, he does not 
just work to build more confident, 
resilient, and humble football 
players and teammates, he strives to 
build better sons, brothers, friends, 

and citizens. Blake continues to 
succeed in his work because his 
players always remember the “Man 
in the Glass” and always want to 
make their coach proud.

Much has changed since that first 
season. The field now has turf 
and lights; the team wears new 
uniforms and runs through an 
inflatable helmet before games; 
and enthusiastic, costume-wearing 
fans fill the stands on Friday nights. 
Blake’s sons, Patrick ‘16, who came 
to practice as a newborn when I 
played, and Hunter ‘20, who was not 
even born, are now in college and 
high school, respectively.  

In addition to coaching football, 
Blake helps his wife, Mary, coach 
the Girls’ Varsity Lacrosse team, 
and serves as director of alumni 
relations, working to keep alums 
connected to each other and the 
School. I just finished my third 
season working as his assistant 
coach, and he now mentors and 
guides me in my professional career. 

Yet, next August, when we step back 
on that field for the first preseason 
practice, the heart and soul of St. 
Anne’s-Belfield football will remain 
the same: the poem, the mission, 
and the man behind the “Man in the 
Glass.”

By Jimmy Zunka ‘00

Former player and student-turned-colleague Jimmy Zunka ‘00 shares 
insight on beloved football coach and alumni administrator John Blake. 

The Man in the Glass 
COACH JOHN BLAKE



St. Anne’s-Belfield School  –  27

Jimmy Zunka ‘00 and Coach John Blake 
at the 1999 State Championship game.
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Juwan Woodson
MAKES AN IMPACT ON CAMPUS & IN THE COMMUNITY

Juwan Woodson ‘17 uses his outlook on life and dedication to service to 
better the School and Charlottesville community.

By Beth Stefanik

For Juwan Woodson ‘17, the Upper 
School’s community service 
requirement has literally changed his 
life.

“It started with the requirement,” 
Woodson said of his near-constant 
schedule of community service 
projects. “It started with kids, I love 
kids. I knew that I loved kids when I 
first started working with JABA.”

As a freshman, Woodson devoted 
many hours to volunteering with the 
Jefferson Area Board for Aging (JABA). 
Originally he shared his musical gifts 
by singing to older citizens, but quickly 
segued into the child care arena. 
The time he spent with the children 
meant the number of personnel was 
sufficient for both indoor and outdoor 
activities, something that couldn’t 
always happen without volunteers 
present.

“One thing I love about kids is their 
new trends every day,” Woodson 
noted. “One day they can’t fall asleep, 
the next day they won’t eat certain 

things. Knowing that about them let’s 
me help them the best I can.”

After experiencing a variety of 
activities at JABA, and engaging 
in School activities like the Focus 
Club, football, baseball, lacrosse, and 
track, as well as a variety of musical 
programs, Woodson sought the advice 
of his former teachers Ms. Victoria 
Redfearn Cave and Mr. Fred Chandler 
regarding his future.

“I know I want to help,” Woodson said 
of his future plans. “Whether that’s 
criminal justice or being a teacher, 
teaching kids that learning can be fun. 
That would be great, I would be paid 
to do what I love.”

Following discussions with Redfearn 
Cave, Woodson began volunteering 
with the Mosaic Children’s Choir.  
He brings his experience of many 
years with a cappella group Elements 
of Sound and a number of winter 
musicals with him to the rehearsals 
each Sunday, but most importantly 
sees his role as support for the 

children, even being available to give 
welcome hugs to kids who need them.

Also instrumental in Woodson’s 
voluntary and School activities have 
been Mr. Phil Stinnie and Mrs. Stacey 
Gearhart. He credits both with keeping 
him on track academically, always 
being available to provide support and 
encouragement, and reminding him 
to focus on his studies as much as his 
extracurricular activities. 

“When I volunteer it’s special to me,” 
Woodson said of all of his experiences. 
“I love to give my time knowing it’s 
not just to reach a paycheck at the end 
of the week. Once you start, it’s hard 
to stop.”

Though Woodson does not have his 
future plans completely confirmed, 
he knows the general route he will be 
taking.

“Hopefully I’ll get out of college in a 
position to help.  I’m going to find a 
way to help.”
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Our Presence
St. Anne’s-Belfield utilizes online social media platforms to communicate with the community, sharing 

School news, updates, and achievements. Below are some of the top posts from the fall and winter. 

www.instagram.com/
st.annesbelfield

www.twitter.com/
StAnnesBelfield

www.facebook.com/
St.AnnesBelfieldSchool

Never miss a thing - follow us today!

http://www.instagram.com/st.annesbelfield
http://www.instagram.com/st.annesbelfield
http://www.instagram.com/st.annesbelfield
http://www.twitter.com/StAnnesBelfield
http://www.twitter.com/StAnnesBelfield
http://www.facebook.com/St.AnnesBelfieldSchool
http://www.facebook.com/St.AnnesBelfieldSchool
http://www.instagram.com/st.annesbelfield
http://www.twitter.com/StAnnesBelfield
http://www.twitter.com/StAnnesBelfield
http://www.facebook.com/St.AnnesBelfieldSchool
http://www.facebook.com/St.AnnesBelfieldSchool
http://www.instagram.com/st.annesbelfield
http://www.instagram.com/st.annesbelfield
http://www.facebook.com/St.AnnesBelfieldSchool
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Suz Somersall ‘02 helps girls around the world turn 
their creations into reality. 

Somersall is the CEO and founder of KiraKira, 
which provides free 3D modeling courses and 
resources to young women interested in science, 
technology, engineering, and math (STEM). After 
completing courses and designs, they then have the 
opportunity to 3D print their projects, seeing their 
creations come to life. 

“The kids are like fish to water. They watch one class 
and they're off creating these beautiful architectural 
structures or these incredibly intricate animations,” 
Somersall said with a smile. “It's really amazing to 
see that with just a little nudge, we can help them to 
embrace their own creativity, and then we see the 
incredibly sophisticated things that kids can come 
up with.”

Prior to starting multiple small businesses, 
Somersall graduated from Brown University in 
2006 and the Rhode Island School of Design (RISD) 
in 2007, where she discovered her love for STEM. 

“RISD is where I discovered 3D modeling, and it was 
kind of ironic that in art school I first discovered 
my love for engineering,” Somersall said. “It was 
through learning engineering tools and software 
that I could create my artwork.”

After returning to Charlottesville, Somersall 
started at the University of Virginia's Darden 
School of Business iLab incubator  working with 
undergraduate women and realized a gap in 
the curriculum being offered and interest in 3D 
modeling. She soon filled it with her own online 
courses on how to use engineering software to 
create things like jewelry, fashion, modern art, and 
architectural-inspired designs.

Today, KiraKira is one of the only all-female tech 
companies in Silicon Valley and both the academy 
and Somersall have been recognized at the national 
level, winning awards like CBIC Innovator of the Year 
and the Kathryne Carr Award for Entrepreneurial 
Excellence. KiraKira was also chosen as one of 
Intel’s Education Accelerator startups and is now a 
part of the Intel Capital Portfolio.

“I feel really lucky to have early supporters here in 
Charlottesville, including Kathy Carr. I am so grateful 
to the Charlottesville community for everything 
they did to help me incubate the idea before I came 
out to California to scale it,” Somersall said.

But despite great success, Somersall also faced 
many challenges, such as often “being the only girl 
in the room” in a male-dominated field. But her 
foundation of strong resolve and perseverance, 
cultivated in her high school years, has helped her 
overcome gender gaps and obstacles.

“I was the first girl on the Boys’ Squash team [at 
St. Anne’s Belfield-School]. I kept getting beat, and 
beat, and beat, which is kind of like a metaphor for 
being out here – you have to fail constantly, and if 
you fail enough times, you’ll finally have a success,” 
noted Somersall. “You can’t give up, you have to 
start embracing failure. And that's what happened 
with squash, I finally beat someone.”

Now, Somersall helps girls succeed and build their 
own confidence.

“Giving the girls confidence is what inspires me. 
Seeing how they have so much inside that they don’t 
really even need that much help and then they’re 
just off,” Somersall said when asked what inspires 
her. “I get a batch email every night showing me all 
of the student creations that day and I look through 
all the incredible designs they’re making. If I’ve had 
a long day, it makes me feel so much better and 
reminds me why I’m doing what I’m doing.”

Suz Somersall 
EMPOWERS YOUNG WOMEN TO EMBRACE STEM

Suz Somersall ‘02 is co-founder of KiraKira Academy, an online 
classroom designed for young girls to explore engineering software.

Learn more about KiraKira Academy:
www.kirakira.com

See more photos:
www.stab.org/perspectives-pics

www

By Rachel Balsley

KiraKira student creations

http://www.kirakira.com/
http://www.stab.org/perspectives-pics
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You have to 
fail constantly, 
and if you fail 
enough times, 
you’ll finally 
have a success. 
You can’t give 
up, you have to 
start embracing 
failure.

Graduated from 
RISD

2002 2016
Graduated from 

Brown

Graduated from 
St. Anne’s-Belfield

'06 '07

Received
numerous 

entrepreneurial & 
innovation awards

Founded KiraKira 
Academy

'14'11

Founded Suz 
Somersall Store

Darden iLab 
Incubator
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Grade 8 Design Thinking & Robotics Science
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Our Classrooms
At St. Anne’s-Belfield, learning happens everywhere, in and outside of the classroom. Check out what 

our students were learning this fall and winter.  

Learn more about what our students are up to:
www.stab.org/academics

Environmental Studies Senior Seminar

Grades 7 & 8 Improv Quest

Pre-School LearningGrade 1 Snake Visit

Upper School Opportunity Block

http://www.stab.org/academics
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“Circle up, CHT; circle up!” starts the flagpole 
ceremony before every meal. But “circling up” is 
hard when campers have miniature wheelchairs, 
oxygen tanks, physical malformations, or 
significant behavioral issues. 

I have Type 1 Diabetes and thought my challenges 
with it would connect me to my campers. But 
I could not have imagined some of 
the day-to-day challenges many 
of them face. In my four years 
working with the Cabin 
1 girls at Camp Holiday 
Trails (CHT), my campers, 
ages 7 - 11, have dealt 
with “Humpty Dumpty” 
diagnoses such as sickle 
cell anemia, epilepsy, 
cerebral palsy, and 
cancer. CHT celebrates 
these differences, as well 
as joy. Just as my campers at 
CHT are not simply “the girl 
in the wheelchair” or “the boy 
with cancer” or “the three siblings 
who all have sickle cell,” I am not just 
“the girl with diabetes.” These kids each have 
their own story, their own strengths, and their 
own interests. 

One camper, Paola called me her “pack-mule” 
or “horsey,” appropriate nicknames because I 
carried the seven-year-old camper everywhere 

piggyback style three summers ago. A small girl 
with pink, light up sneakers and no front teeth, 
Paola smiled at me constantly, and her toothless 
smile lit up the room. I do not know Paola’s 
exact medical condition because counselors only 
learn about someone’s special need if he or she 
volunteers it. I do know that she has only one 

working arm and weak legs. While many kids 
with mobility issues use golf carts to 

travel around camp, Paola found it 
much more entertaining for me 

to piggyback her everywhere. 

One time she borrowed my 
back for the Refrigerator 
Walk — a long trek in 
the dark through an 
underground passage 
under I-64. While we 

all marched through two 
inches of freezing water 

in pitch darkness, I carried 
Paola every step of the way, 

my feet numbing from the cold. 
I kept choking because she held 

my neck so tightly. Between chokes, I 
belted out camp songs like “Princess Pat” and 
“Monkeyman in a Tree” with Paola. Even though 
the walk exhausted me, I knew I had to find the 
strength to carry Paola and “win” the Refrigerator 
Walk by coming out of the dark tunnel into the 
light — a blessing for her, as there have been few 
wins in her life. 

Holland Edmonds
HELPS PUT KIDS, AND HERSELF, BACK TOGETHER AGAIN

Holland Edmonds ‘17 lives with Type 1 Diabetes, and uses her 
time as a Camp Holiday Trails counselor to lift up children with 

disabilities.

By Holland Edmonds ‘17

“Singing that song 
with her countless 
times a day, every 
day, reminded me 
that everyone, like 

Humpty Dumpty, is in 
some way broken.”
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This summer’s sharpest reminder came from 
Havanna, a nine-year-old with a spinal cord injury that 
requires her to use a catheter to clear her bladder and 
bowels. Even though she had the aid of the medical 
staff, she preferred my help instead. While we waited 
for her medicine to work, she would ask me to sing 
her favorite camp song, “Humpty Dumpty.” Singing 
that song with her countless times a day, every day, 
reminded me that everyone, like Humpty Dumpty, is 
in some way broken. 

I find it easy to get distracted by the daily challenges of 
my life – auditioning for a role in the musical, studying 

for a test, applying to college. But CHT serves as my 
reminder of the realities of others who are physically, 
mentally, and economically challenged. 

Mahatma Gandhi once said, “The best way to find 
yourself is to lose yourself in the service of others.” 
I lose myself at CHT. My experience there has been 
one of the joys of my life and has reminded me that 
we all have something that makes us different and 
holds us back. We must give each other metaphorical, 
and sometimes very real, piggyback rides and help to 
put each other (and ourselves) back together again as 
best we can… piece by piece by piece.

Adapted by Holland Edmonds from her fall 2016 Chapel.
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“Don’t throw that out! If you don’t want it, 
send it to the Archives. If we don’t want it, I 
will dispose of it.” 

That has become the annual plea I send to 
the faculty every May. 

The Initial Spark
Like so many projects, collecting St. 
Anne’s-Belfield records needed a spark to 
ignite it. That spark was Head of School 
George Conway’s desire for a written 
history soon after his 1982 arrival to 
illustrate that the School was alive, if not 
yet well, following a period of multiple 
headmasters. He assigned the project 
to me, a recently retired history teacher. 
But in order to write a history, one must 
have access to historical materials, and 
the School had virtually none. Not even 
the entire collection of Board of Directors 
minutes could be found. Therefore, this 
process was put on hold while I began 
collecting sources. 

Elizabeth Copeland Norfleet
There were a few boxes of miscellaneous 
photos, and after she left the classroom, 
Elizabeth Copeland Norfleet began to 
assemble scrapbooks of clippings. Muriel 
Showalter, academic secretary for over 

two decades, had saved calendars and 
myriad office papers. The earliest Board 
minutes were unearthed in the University 
of Virginia rare books collection with the 
Christ Church records, where they remain 
today. Miss Nancy’s Gordon’s great-niece 
provided the School with the annual 
School photos and rosters of the first 30 
years of Stonefield, Belfield’s predecessor. 
And as for Belfield, the records of its 
founding and the early Board minutes 
were discovered in the law office of 
one of the central figures in its history. 
These documents formed the core of the 
archives.

Rich History
The archives is now named in honor   
of Norfleet, a fitting tribute to a loyal 
supporter of the School,  and herself the 
author of two Virginia school histories. 
Prior to 1975, she enchanted the St. 
Anne’s girls in her English classes for 12 
years, both inspiring them to do their best 
and guiding them through their difficult 
teenage trials. The Class of 1967, which 
she sponsored through the years of their 
high school career, felt particularly close 
to her, providing the seed money to turn 
the collection of boxes of memorabilia 
into a proper collection.  

The School archives began with only a few pictures and calendars, but has 
since been transformed into a large collection of cherished School history.

THE MAKING OF

Memory Lane

By Kay Butterfield
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The Class of 1967 named the Archives in honor of Elizabeth Copeland Norfleet.

Elizabeth Copeland Norfleet
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Spade used in the 1990 
groundbreaking of now Scott 
Center for Arts and Science

1967 Belfield Annual Yearbook

1947 St. Anne’s Yearbook

Margaret D. Jefferson Cup

2001 Grade 8 class flag

Centennial pom-pom
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The Archives Today
Now more than 30 years later, the School has built 
a collection which includes enough photos to fill 
seven file cabinets, dozens of framed photos from 
every era, a complete collection of yearbooks, 
and over 90 percent of other School publications 
(including newspapers, literary magazines, 
faculty and student handbooks, guidebooks, and 
more), over 265 archival boxes of documents and 
memorabilia, samples of furniture from earlier 
eras, and multiple boxes of student projects 
(such as letters to the newly elected president in 
2000), published books by faculty and alumni, 
and other materials ranging from a brick from the 
Belfield School building and all of the grade four 
student-designed t-shirts. It serves as a resource 
for every department, especially the Office of 
Alumni Relations & Development, and provides 
framed photos for any area in need of a touch of 
history. 

The Next Step
The archives are a living, working entity. Now in 
its eighth home on the Greenway Rise campus, it 
is entering a new phase of its history. Because it 
is in currently located in Randolph Hall, students 
and faculty can easily visit and make use of the 
treasures therein. Under the leadership of Karen 
Gray, former librarian and now assistant archivist, 
the School is investigating digitization of parts 
of the collection so it will be more universally 
accessible. 

Visitors are always welcome. Come to the lower 
level of Randolph Hall and follow the corridor to 
“memory lane.”

See an online album of items found in the archive:
www.stab.org/perspectives-pics

By 2000, the first two dozen archival storage boxes had been 
purchased. Today, the Norfleet Archives is comprised of 
countless artifacts filling the entire room.

You can order a copy of  Teach Them Diligently, which 
traces the School’s 100+ year history, by contacting 

kbutterfield@stab.org.

Archives in 2000

Archives in 2016, 
including 265+ boxes of material

http://www.stab.org/perspectives-pics
mailto:kbutterfield%40stab.org?subject=
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Our Teams
Our fall and winter athletic teams competed at a high level, showcasing skill, endurance, and character 
built together as a team and School while our tireless fans cheer them on.

See more photos and videos from our teams this fall & winter:
www.stabphotos.smugmug.com
www.stab.org/a-different-kind-of-classroom

Coed Varsity Swimming

Girls’ JV Basketball

Boys’ JV SquashGirls’ Varsity Field Hockey

Girls’ Varsity Volleyball

Learn about our athletic offerings and schedule:
www.stab.org/athletics www

http://www.stabphotos.smugmug.com
https://www.stab.org/athletics/a-different-kind-of-classroom
http://www.stab.org/athletics
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Coed Cross Country
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Our Alumni
Students at St. Anne's-Belfield become more than graduates or alumni once they leave, they become 
permanent members of the community. See what your friends and peers have been up to recently. 

Submit your alumni class notes:
www.stab.org/classnotes

www

1950s
Anne Welborn Greene ‘52
Anne recently welcomed three grandchildren in 
addition to six great granddaughters. She is grateful to 
be a part of the early stages of their lives. 

Janet Maury McLean ‘52
Janet still lives Wilmington, NC, about two miles from 
the beach. She has been retired for some 20 years after 
running the American Express office for eastern North 
Carolina for 27 years. Janet currently keeps busy with 
her children and seven beautiful grandchildren. She 
also enjoys bird watching, gardening, and participating 
in church activities. 

Margaret Goodman ‘54
Margaret currently has a guest-starring role in Woody 
Allen's series "Crisis in Six Scenes," which can be 
streamed on Amazon. She also celebrated her 80th 
birthday in October 2016.

Martha Page Woodbury ‘56
Martha Page currently lives in Fredonia, NY after 
retiring from being a management consultant and 
working at the family vineyard, Woodbury Vineyards. 
She also enjoys sailing on Lake Erie and skiing.

1960s
Carol Rinehart Pinckney ‘60
Carol spent this year divided between South Carolina 
and Charlottesville, where her son and two year old 
grandchild live. She and her husband also traveled to 
Europe for five months - driving around here and there. 
Especially memorable for them were two Italian tours 
they took, visiting the Etruscan Tombs and museums 
in Etruria and studying most all of the extant Palladian 
villas in Vicenza.

On Saturday, Sept. 24, 2016, Julia was consecrated 
as a bishop in the Episcopal Free Church. She is 
one of the founders of Grace & Peace Chapel that 
was organized in August 2016 in Desert Edge, CA. 
Archbishop Emeritus of Bolivia, the Most Rev. 
Ronald L. Firestone, presided along with the Rt. 
Rev. Whitcomb Harding. It was a grand day of 
celebration as they also celebrated the ordination 
of a new priest from the congregation. 

Julia Wadsworth Christian ‘63

Deborah is currently living in Maryland, and 
enjoying spending time with her growing family. 

Deborah Englert Richley ‘61

http://www.stab.org/classnotes
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Barbara Nobles Altizer ‘67
Barbara and her husband Charlie recently relocated to 
Burlington, NC to be near their three grandchildren. 
They received an very warm welcome from Jan Scott 
'68, who has introduced them to many of her local 
friends.

1970s
Anne Ross Shipe ‘71
2016 was an eventful year for Anne and her husband 
Jim. Still living in Charlottesville, Jim is now retired 
and Anne continues to work here. Their son Ross 
and his wife Rachel had a beautiful baby boy, Levon 
Welford Shipe, on Dec. 29, 2016.

Ginger Penick Parra ‘72
Ginger enjoyed a visit with Janet Payne O'Keefe and 
Kim Chucker in October 2016.

Sally Mott Freeman ‘72
Sally's new book, The Jersey Brothers, will hit the stands 
May 9, 2017, and is currently on sale online at www.
amazon.com. The book, years in the making, reminds 
her of how grateful she is to her English teachers in her 
past, especially Mrs. Elizabeth Norfleet. Sally is also 
looking forward to her 45th class reunion this April. 

Sumner Chase ‘74
After spending 35 years in Dallas, Sumner is relocating 
to Boca Raton to enjoy the wonderful winters and lots 
of clay court tennis.

Lelia Carroll Randolph Barr ‘63
Carroll and her husband celebrated their 50th wedding 
anniversary in 2016. They have been enjoying traveling 
to Nova Scotia, Michigan, South Carolina, and back to 
Charlottesville to support the University of Virginia 
Cavaliers and try to fit in at least one St. Anne’s-
Belfield School game a season to see their nieces and 
nephews play. 

Ann Tremain Lee ‘65
Ann and her husband Saint enjoy having a townhouse 
in Charlottesville, giving them the ability come up 
from Newport News to get their "Blue Ridge Mountain 
fix!” They are blessed with three daughters and three 
granddaughters, especially over the summer at family 
vacations in Nags Head, NC.

Brooke Henry ‘65
Brooke's foray into grandmotherhood is ongoing. 
Someone once said that grandchildren are God’s way 
of compensating us for old age… it just seems that the 
time getting to “old age” was way too fast. But on Sept. 
23, 2016, Emmett George Henry Kirsten and Thomas 
John Lee Kirsten made their debut. They now join their 
nine-year-old cousin Gus and their 18-month-old sister 
Grace AKA "The Zuuz." Gus plays hockey and soccer, 
and is learning important people stuff in school. The 
Zuuz is finding out that being a big sister may actually 
have some advantages, while Emmett and Thomas are 
still enjoying waking up their parents in the night.

Dia Moore ‘67
After owning her business for 17 years, Dia and 
her partner found the perfect buyer for their 
business, and she is now happily retired. Since 
retiring, she has visited Carmel, CA to enjoy the 
ocean and New York City for the 20th Anniversary 
Celebration of DemocracyNow.org. In fall 2016, 
she also took a trip to Madrid and Barcelona to see 
a long time friend and plans to visit again in 2017. 

Harriette and her husband Cary recently celebrated 
51 years of marriage! They are both retired doctors 
and are enjoying the ability to travel, including 
planning a trip to Alaska next summer. They have 
three married sons, four grandchildren, and three 
grand pet babies. Harriette and her husband also 
participated in the Nashville Half Marathon last 
April. In 2017, they intend to continue to train for 
the Charlottesville 10-Miler and the Nashville Half.

Harriette Browning Fishburne ‘65
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Cindy Coxe McDowell ‘74
Although they failed in their attempt to organize another 
“boarder's reunion” this fall, Cindy has enjoyed getting 
together with Patsy Crothers Simril at her beach house 
at Pawley's Island. Her husband Ken and she enjoy seeing 
Ann Watkins Calhoun and her husband Jim, as they live 
in nearby Old Village, Mt. Pleasant. They continue to love 
retired living on Isle of Palms.

Louise V.B. Lange-Caldwell ‘75
Louise celebrated her 60th birthday this year, while 
her husband Sam turned 80. Former president of her 
American Revolution chapter, Louise currently serves as 
vice president of her P.O.A. board and will commence  her 
duties as Texas Commissioner for Family this year. 

Robert Sellers Smith ‘77
Robert has retired/downshifted from IBM, and is 
starting-up a part-time consulting practice. He and his 
wife Dorothy plan to travel more, looking forward to 
their upcoming river cruise on the Rhine with stays in 
Amsterdam and Basel.

Carrie "Bunny" Camp Gibbons ‘79
Bunny has joined the Charlottesville Office of Long & 
Foster Real Estate, the largest family-owned residential 
real estate company in the United States. “Tradition and 
family are very important to me. Long and Foster is a 
family-owned company with a long history of success,” 
Bunny said. She holds a Bachelor of Arts from The 
University of Virginia. Her family recently celebrated the 
graduation of Joel Woods Gibbons V ‘16,  and anticipate 
their other “sandbox kid,” Clay Camp Gibbons' ‘17, 
graduation this spring.

Lisa is now working at the University of North Carolina 
at Chapel Hill as their director of marketing, where 
she oversees branding and strategy for university-wide 
development related activities. She enjoys attending 
university events, such as football games with her family.

Lisa Marie Lewis Ferrell ‘88

Photo by Jonathan Glynn Smith

Storms Reback ‘88
Storms has two books coming out in March 2017, The 
Contractor: How I Landed in a Pakistani Prison and 
Ignited a Diplomatic Crisis and In Full Color: Finding My 
Place in a Black and White World. He currently lives in 
Austin, TX with his wife and two sons.

John Graham ‘79
John Graham recently accepted a position to 
start work on a music score for a new video game 
beginning in February. He is also enjoying his busy 
family and still loves puns and humor. John also 
recently decided to finally read Simone de Beauvoir, 
and misses his School friends!

1980s
Holly Stevenson Hunt ‘86
Holly continues to live in New York City with her husband 
and two daughters, currently in fifth and sixth grade at The 
Chapin School, where they see Carlton (Jenks) Farrier, 
former gym teacher from Belfield. Both girls are busy 
playing club volleyball, which is has begun to consume 
their weekends. Holly also recently saw some fellow alumni 
while visiting Charlottesville, including Brian Slaughter ‘86, 
Elizabeth Perriello Rice ‘86, Suzanne DeMallie Cullina ‘86, 
Jan Bas Van Beek ‘80, and Claibie Craig ‘88. Holly works in 
residential real estate selling apartments and townhouses, 
and enjoys the School alumni events in the city. 

Derek Wadlington ‘86
Derek recently became temporary pastor at Big Spring 
Presbyterian Church in Newville, PA. He is also enjoying 
working as a stagehand at the local performing arts center, 
and continues to volunteer with Shippensburg Produce and 
Outreach. His wife, three kids, and he continue to live in 
Shippensburg, PA.

Don Redmond ‘86
Don was awarded tenure at Mercer University in Atlanta, 
GA and led a fifth annual study abroad tip to Holland and 
France.
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Sean and wife Blair recently relocated to 
Cincinnati, OH. Sean accepted a job with a $60 
billion outsourced CIO and investment consulting 
firm, working primarily with university and college 
endowments and other not-for-profit entities. He 
is a senior member of the research team, where he 
manages the alternative investment group. Blair is 
currently a stay-at-home mother raising their two 
children, Adair and Teagan.

Sean McChesney ‘01

Mache Wells ‘97
Mache has been enjoying spending time with her 
son Cameron. They are now settled in their new 
home in New Jersey. Mache currently works as 
the continuing education coordinator for the New 
Jersey Society of CPAs.

1990s
Katherine Hines Hawks ‘90
Katherine loves being back in Virginia after living 
in Colorado. She has been selling real estate in the 
Richmond area since her return in 2010, and enjoys 
riding and showing horses with her daughter. 

Devon Dennis Settle ‘93
After many years as an SPCA volunteer, Devon has 
been appointed the executive director of the Casanova, 
VA animal shelter. She hopes to make the public aware 
that it is not only a shelter for all types of animals, but 
a rescue and re-homing organization.   

Evan and his wife Amanda recently celebrated the 
birth of their son Emerson on March 9, 2016. Evan 
is currently a mechanical engineer in Charlottesville 
working with Williams Gas Pipeline.

Evan Gray ‘03

Christine Bovenizer ‘98
Christine, her husband Marc, and daughter Poppy 
are thrilled to announce the arrival of their little 
boy Oliver, who was born at the end of October 
2016. The now family of four recently moved back to 
Charlottesville in 2015 and is happily settling into the 
swing of Charlottesville life.

Sarah Pritchett Hayward ‘99
In fall 2015, Sarah was inducted into the Bridgewater 
College Athletic Hall of Fame for both soccer and 
lacrosse, being the first soccer player ever to receive 
the honor.

2000s
Heather Halsey Sieg ‘00
Heather and her husband Derek welcomed their 
darling daughter Scarlett “Scottie” McTier Sieg on 
June 10, 2016. She joins adoring big brother Shepherd, 
who is two years old. They currently love living in 
downtown Charlottesville where Heather remains 
editor of The Scout Guide-Charlottesville and Derek 
will soon be opening Common House. His film, Hot 
Air, played at School during the Virginia Film Festival.

Sumner Crosby ‘04
Sumner moved from Washington, D.C. to New York 
City in 2016 to work as a residential broker at Elegran 
Real Estate and Development. You can find his profile 
at: www.elegran.com/agents/sumner-crosby. 

http://www.elegran.com/agents/sumner-crosby
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Grace McGowan ‘06
Grace is living in Park City, Utah and recently helped 
launch Riverhorse Provisions  — a market cafe associated 
with the renowned Riverhorse On Main restaurant. 
Riverhorse Provisions offers deli selections, catering, in-
home meals, and a gourmet grocery. 

Holly married Townshend Young in Earlysville at 
Panorama Farms on Aug. 27, 2016. Fellow alumna Kendall 
Kalagher ‘09 served as a bridesmaid in the wedding. Holly 
and her husband live in Washington, D.C. where Holly 
is a consultant with Deloitte and Townshend works at 
Vorsight as a client services manager.

Holly Reeder ‘09

Brooks Hardy ‘07
Brooks is living and working in Charlottesville with 
Ameriprise Financial. She and now fiancé Cameron 
VanIderstine got engaged while on vacation this past 
summer. The wedding will be in Troy, VA on Sept. 9, 
2017.

Claire Hunter ‘07
Claire was recognized by PR News for the annual 
rising PR Stars 30 & Under for 2016. Claire is currently 
a corporate relations division manager for the West 
Central Region at Allstate.

Martha Layman McKechnie ‘07
Martha was married on Aug. 12, 2016 to Jason 
McKechnie at the Christ Episcopal Church, with the 
reception at the Jefferson Theater. 

Chris Mereen ‘08
Chris recently accepted the position of assistant director 
of the CUA Fund at the Catholic University of America.

Wilton married Douglas Bealle on Sept. 3, 2016 in 
Charlottesville at Farmington Country Club. The 
ceremony and reception was photographed by Meg 
Runion Perdue ‘97. Other alumni present included: 
Sarah Cherry ‘07, Lucy Sullivan ‘07, Kelsey Haden ‘07, 
Kate Freshwater ‘07, Cole Columbus ‘07, Johnathan 
Brayman ‘08, Wilton Megargel Bealle ‘07, Charlie 
Cory ‘13, Jack Thomasson ‘08, Caitlin Borland '05, 
Catherine Carter Sims ‘07, Anne Megargel ‘05, 
Caroline Megargel ‘10, and Molly McClintic ‘07.

Wilton Megargel ‘07

Elizabeth Snipes Streams ‘08
Elizabeth married Grant Streams at the First Presbyterian 
Church in Charlottesville on Oct. 1, 2016. Alumni in 
attendance included: Kelsey Haden ‘07, Madison Jones 
Abbott ‘08, Caroline Faulconer ‘08, Marilyn Jordan ‘08, 
Maria Neligan ‘08, Paige Sanford ‘08, Jack Thomasson ‘08, 
Hunter Thompson ‘08, Harry Yates ‘08, Claire Scrivani ‘09, 
and Charles Snipes ‘13.

Tommy Carpenter ‘09 
Tommy received his master’s in music from the Rice 
University Shepherd School of Music in May 2015, and was 
awarded the distinguished honor of being named a Brown 
Scholar. He substituted with the Houston Symphony while 
in Houston and spent three summers at the Tanglewood 
Music Center. While at Tanglewood, he had also had 
opportunities to perform alongside the Boston Symphony 
Orchestra. He recently joined the leadership program with 
the Britten-Pears Young Artist Programme in Great Britain. 
Tommy also traveled to Columbia to participate in an 
outreach program and is currently in Miami Beach for his 
second season with the New World Symphony. 

Harrison Shure ‘09
Harrison is happy to share that he is currently teaching 
history, coaching the equestrian team, and serving as the 
residential faculty on an upperclassmen boys' dorm at the 
Loomis Chaffee School in Windsor, CT.

Hannah and husband Ryan Arnold are excited to 
announce the arrival of Josephine Ida into the family 
on June 8, 2016.

Hannah Velie ‘10
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 STUDENTS HOST INAUGURAL GREENWAY SYMPOSIUM ON 
“BIG IDEAS”

More than 120 community members 
gathered at the Greenway Rise 
Auditorium on Dec. 10 for the inaugural, 
student-led Greenway Symposium. 
Five speakers from diverse fields within 
the Charlottesville area shared their 
“big ideas” on building community.

Student organizers Junho Moon ‘17, 
Kurt Bertone ‘17, Jerry Yao ‘18, Yuelin 
Dang ‘18, and Piper Holden ‘19 worked 
on organizing the event for almost 
an entire calendar year. They invited 
the selected speakers based on their 
work in the community and ability to 
engage in audience in a TED Talk-style 
presentation.

“I think the core of the event is 
community ... this entire event was 
designed to grow community outside 
of the School by listening to speakers 

throughout Charlottesville and having 
attendees from the Charlottesville 
area, said Holden. “Not only were the 
speakers amazing, inspiring leaders 
in our town, but they were close to 
home. This idea of strengthening 
our community and gaining new and 
differing perspectives is what originally 
drew me to joining the team.”

The speakers included: Dan 
Rosensweig, president and CEO 
of Habitat for Humanity Greater 
Charlottesville; Timothy J. Longo, 
former Charlottesville chief of police; 
Wendy Amato, director of curriculum 
and academics at educational travel 
company World Strides; Toan 
Nguyen, co-founder of C’ville Coffee, 
C'ville Central and the Community 
Investment Collaborative; and James 
Coan, a psychology professor at the 

University of Virginia and director of 
the Virginia Affective Neuroscience 
Library. 

The speakers touched on topics 
including the importance of community 
partners, new experiences, social 
entrepreneurism, and more.

Student-organizers thank their speakers 
and audience at the inaugural Greenway 
Symposium.

2016 - 2017 Legacy Students

This year, 126 students of alumni parents are enrolled at the School! The photo above was taken of the students present at the 2016 Festival of Lessons & Carols. 
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In Memoriam
Elizabeth Duke “Betty’ Amoroso ‘56 died on 
April 15, 2016 in Naples, FL. A “sandbox kid” at St. 
Anne’s, she was active in many areas – the Greenway 
Grapevine and Footlights clubs among them. 
Although noted for her sense of humor and mischief, 
she was a class officer and on the May Court. She then 
graduated from the University of North Carolina at 
Chapel Hill. Betty lived in Westborough, MA, where 
she became the town clerk, but traveled frequently. 
She is survived by John, her husband of 55 years, two 
daughters, and two granddaughters.

Eleanor Lee “Muffin” Barnes ‘62B succumbed to 
glioblastoma on Sept. 18, 2016, nearly a year after her 
diagnosis. Muffin attended Belfield School, Gunston 
Hall School, Mt. Vernon Jr. College, and the University 
of North Carolina at Chapel Hill. Books were among 
her loves, as were museums, theatre, and film, though 
travel topped the list. Muffin visited more than 25 
countries on six continents during her lifetime, most 
recently Cuba. When not traveling or working for 
the Albemarle County Commissioner of Accounts, 
her life revolved around horses. She began riding as 
a child and for a majority of her life taught children 
to ride, show, and fox hunt on Gloria Galban Fennell 
1950s farms. She was preceded in death by her father, 
Bennett H. Barnes Jr., who attended the School in the 
1920s and later was president of the Belfield Board, as 
well as her two brothers – Bennett III ‘60B and Alec 
‘64B. Muffin is survived by her mother, Gene.

Lisbeth Gibson Brooks ‘49 fought stage 4 kidney 
cancer for 17 months before passing away on Aug. 6, 
2016. A boarder from Arkansas her last two years of 
high school, she distinguished herself by her voice. 
After graduating from Sweet Briar College, she 
married George Brooks and raised three children, 
Steve, Mary, and Elizabeth.

Elsie Schuyler Chamberlain ‘50 passed away on July 
15, 2016 at age 83. After attending Pine Manor College, 
Elsie worked in the travel industry for all of her life 
and travelled extensively herself. She also volunteered 
for many organizations, including the Junior League, 
St. Anne’s School Alumnae Association, the Battered 
Women’s Shelter, the Garden Cub of Virginia, and 
St. David’s Anglican Church. Elsie is survived by her 
brother, Bernard Peyton Chamberlain Jr., and her 
four children and their families.

James Stephens “Steve” Kollmansberger ‘89 
passed away peacefully on Sept. 5, 2016. After his 
freshman year at St. Anne’s-Belfield, Steve attended 
Norfolk Academy and graduated from Broadwater 
Academy. Steve loved the water, and he started 
a business repairing and restoring boats. He also 
designed and constructed the baseball diamond at 
Camp Virginia, one of the best in Rockbridge County. 
Steve is survived by his six brothers and sisters and 
their families.

Elizabeth “Grant” Brown Larkin ‘81 died in 
Richmond, VA on Oct. 26, 2016 after battling cancer 
for eight years. She exhibited the same enthusiasm 
and good nature she had as a varsity hockey and 
basketball player at St. Anne’s-Belfield and Mary 
Baldwin College all throughout her life. Prior to 
her diagnosis, Grant worked for a retirement home 
where she taught art to the senior community. She is 
survived by husband, John Larkin, and her children 
John James and Kathryn, her cats, her sister, Peggy 
West ‘75, and her brothers, Butch ‘74 and David ‘83.

Hugh Douglas Camp Motley ‘69B died 
unexpectedly from complications of pneumonia on 
Jan. 9, 2016. A rider from a young age, Hugh was a 
talented horseman who had a business breaking and 
training thoroughbred horses, as well as a successful 
equine insurance agency. He also was involved with 
the Keswick Hunt Club for most of his life, as the 
vice president, a whipper-in, and a joint-master of 
foxhounds. Hugh is survived by his wife Winkie 
and his daughter Sheila ‘97, his sister Mary Motley 
Kalergis ‘69, and his brother Coleman. 
       
James Douglas “Jamie” Vere Nicoll ‘70B succumbed 
to  cancer on Sept. 18, 2016. After graduating from 
Middlesex School and Pitzer College, he worked 
briefly in New York for Oxford Industries. He then 
returned to Virginia, where he started a business 
selling veal door-to-door; it grew into Summerfield 
Farm Products in Orange County, the seller of 
high end and free range products. Jamie was an 
accomplished chef, as well as an avid outdoorsman 
and a great athlete who loved to ride, shoot, and fish. 
He was predeceased by his brother Raymond ‘74B, 
and is survived by his brother Roderick ‘71B, his sister 
Anita ‘81, his wife Rachel, and his two daughters, 
Emily Deveron and Hannah Ainsley.
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Norton “Bud” G. Pritchett Jr.
Norton died on Nov. 18, 2016, at the age of 88. After serving in the U.S. Army 
at the end of WWII, then graduating from UVA and teaching briefly in Norfolk, 
Norton Pritchett was selected as the first headmaster of Belfield School. He 
presided over the infant school while it was located in a Quonset hut on Rt. 
29N and during the construction of the new school on the present day Belfield 
campus, including one year when the school had to operate in both locations. 

In 1960 he became the headmaster of the Lexington School in Kentucky, where 
he remained for 20 years. In retirement he moved to Brevard, NC, an area he 
had loved as a camper and a counselor in his youth. Norton Pritchett was a man 
of many interest and many talents, not the least of which was his ability to relate 
to the children and the faculty in his schools. 

He is survived by his wife of 66 years, Carolyn, his son Lawrence, daughter 
Jennifer, three grandchildren, and brother William.

Patricia Anne “Pat” Payne Stephenson ‘51 of Green Valley, AZ, passed away this year, reported by her son Lawrence, one 
of her four children. Her classmates will remember her as an athlete, playing on the basketball and hockey teams, as well as 
being an avid and accomplished rider.

Sean Allan Yemen ‘03 passed away serenely in his sleep on Nov. 6, 2016. A graduate of the University’s School of Medicine 
and a third year resident, Sean planned to become a pediatric anesthesiologist. A fondness for all animals and an affinity for 
automotive tinkering marked his life outside his medical pursuits, as did his love for his fiancé Mary Howell. He is survived 
by her, his parents, his bothers Cory ‘02 and Ryan ‘02, other relatives, and his pets.

MAKE A GIFT TO THE SCHOOL’S ANNUAL FUND TODAY:

Thank you!
From the St. Anne’s-Belfield School Office of Development & Alumni Relations, we want to thank 
everyone who has supported the School with philanthropic gifts so far this school year. Through 
your gifts, we are able to continuously make an impact in our students' lives each day. 

VISIT  
WWW.STAB.ORG/GIVE

CLICK HERE TO GIVE VIA PAYPAL

http://www.stab.org/give
http://www.stab.org/give
https://www.paypal.com/cgi-bin/webscr?cmd=_s-xclick&hosted_button_id=CNPNKCHCNYGEN
https://www.paypal.com/donate/?token=4x7CXMI5OJRbPGK-VYYXRqoWkgJmw9w-dW-40gDYag1P8wkTFTQd7HpccI9yCM_9Bf-tiW
https://www.paypal.com/donate/?token=4x7CXMI5OJRbPGK-VYYXRqoWkgJmw9w-dW-40gDYag1P8wkTFTQd7HpccI9yCM_9Bf-tiW


Coming Home
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